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RIGHTS 

You’re a Criminal Now! 

by Michael Tennant — The feds have turned dissent into a crime, 
using vague federal laws and selective enforcement to prosecute 
enemies of the Obama administration — expect more to come. 


POLITICS 
Election 2014: Baby Steps Forward 


by Thomas R. Eddlem — Though many neocons were elected in the 
GOP wave of victories, freedom-lovers fended off an establishment 
money-wave in the 2014 election and built upon the Tea Party gains 
of 2010 and 2012 in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
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Tongues Twisted Left 

by Selwyn Duke — The political Left is manipulating language 
and managing minds. It chooses the terms used to debate cultural 
questions, and the ones it chooses give it an advantage. 


BOOK REVIEW 
Scalia, The Enduring “Old Fogey” 


by Jack Kenny — Even as Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia has 
insisted that judges must use an originalist view of the Constitution 
to protect rights, he has also interpreted the Constitution. 
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Nelson Bunker Hunt and the 

Scheme “to Corner the Silver Market” 

by William F Jasper — Contrary to popular myth, the legendary 
tycoon did not try to “corner” the silver market; he and his brother 
were the main victims in one of the biggest swindles in history. 
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Cashier Those Claims 


I doubt that you really want to open your 
columns to a discussion of General Mac- 
Arthur. But the letter to the editor you pub- 
lished in the October 20 issue (“America’s 
Caesar’) demands some clarification. Two 
of the writer’s charges against MacArthur 
have been discussed in depth by histori- 
ans, but the story about the general being 
a schoolyard bully and oppressing future 
Admiral Kemp Tolley is ludicrous. Mac- 
Arthur was 28 years Tolley’s senior, and 
his commission in the Army dates from 
prior to Tolley’s birth. 

LEWIS HOWELL 

Sent via e-mail 


I take issue with the myopic characteriza- 
tions of General Douglas MacArthur as 
published in TNA. First, I would inform 
the “CPO USNR” letter-to-the editor con- 
tributor that the general cast the only “NO 
vote” as a sitting member of General Billy 
Mitchell’s court-martial board. 

General MacArthur had his foibles and 
idiosyncrasies. Nevertheless, a great many 
soldiers, sailors, and Marines owe their 
lives to his unique ability as a military 
strategist. He did much with very little, as 
compared to the European operations. 

With very limited resources and the 
added handicap of a divided Pacific com- 
mand (shared with Admiral Chester Nim- 
itz, owing to Admiral Ernest King who 
detested the general), he took back more 
areas of enemy occupation and control 
with less casualties than any other theater 
commander of WWII. It was his strategic 
genius that prevented the Japanese from 
invading Australia — endearing him to 
those people for several generations. And 
his knowledge of and opposition to com- 
munism prevented post-war Japan from 
becoming another communist country. 

The general was feared by FDR as a po- 
tential political rival due to his popularity 
with the American public. And, like Gen- 
eral George S. Patton, he was both feared 
and loathed by Russia’s leaders because 
he saw them for what they were: ruthless 
powermongers and liars. Thus, propa- 
ganda against both Patton and MacArthur 
never ceased until both were gone — Mac- 
Arthur relieved of his command in Korea 
owing to sensationalism provoked by 
communist agents in our own government 
and pro-Russian politicians who were able 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


to influence the very naive and overrated 
President Harry Truman. (Most American 
casualties in the Korean War occurred 
after the general was relieved, primarily 
due to that war being fought under UN “no 
win” policies that forbade the use of over- 
whelming power to destroy the enemy. A 
resulting stalemate stopped the casualties 
but led to far greater casualties in useless 
wars fought under even more restrictive 
“rules of engagement.’’) 

Some people, political and military, are 
incapable of understanding and appreciat- 
ing a leader who has that rare combination 
of genius, integrity, and high ideals. Mac- 
Arthur had these qualities. 

ALLAN E. BROWN 
Greenville, South Carolina 


Russian Injustice 


The article on NATO (“NATO: From De- 
fense to Offense,” October 20 issue) was 
quite illuminating, until Ukraine came up, 
and the author commented that “the Unit- 
ed States and European nations imposed 
financial restrictions and a travel ban on 
Russian authorities, despite the fact that 
Crimea has been part of Russia going back 
to the 18th century.” 

Russia, under Nikita Khrushchev, gave 
Ukraine back its independence in the 
early 1960s. Russia, by whatever name it 
chooses, signed a treaty in the early 1990s 
to recognize Ukraine and respect its terri- 
tory, and Ukraine relinquished its nuclear 
weapons. The author attempts to justify 
the seizure of Crimea by a false vote of 
invaders. 

Meanwhile, an October 21 USA Today 
has a heart-rending story of a 75-year- 
old woman who has had everything de- 
stroyed by “separatists” and has only her 
cat. Christian ministers have been physi- 
cally beaten to death and their churches 
seized and made into orthodox churches 
and command posts. Over 300,000 people 
are homeless, all for Ras-Putin’s perverted 
Greater Russia. 

JAMES Timms, Major, USAF (RET.) 
Sent via e-mail 


Send your letters to: THE NEW AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 


“FREE TRADE: 


It's Never Been About Trading 


FREELY 


International Merger, by John Birch Society 
CEO Arthur R. Thompson, explores the true 
agenda behind the free trade agreements, pacts, 
and partnerships being considered by the U.S. 
Congress. You will find this book fascinating, 
and be quoting it often. (2014, 146pp, 1/$9.95; 
12-23/$7.50ea; 24-49/$5.50ea; 50+/$4.95ea) 
BKIMFE 


QUANTITY TITLE PRICE TOTAL PRICE 
Shop JBS.org Mail completed form to: 


Oss) 
ShopuJBS « P.O. BOX 8040 = 
Order Online: www.ShopJBS.org ee Oo 
Credit-card orders call toll-free now! 1 -800-342-6491 Order Online 


Name 
Address 
SHIPPING/HANDLING : : 
SUBTOTAL © W!RESIDENTS ano Serrmeow, ‘TOTAL City State Zip 


[C] [| [ ] ik ae. 


For shipments outside the U.S., please call for rates. Q) Check OVISA U Discover ‘ 
Order Subtotal | Standard Shipping | Rush Shipping CL) Money Order (1) MasterCard QO American Express VISAAGYDIscover American Express 
$0-10.99 $4.95 $9.95 Standard: 4-14 Three Digit V-Code Four Digit V-Code 
$11.00-19.99 $7.75 $12.75 business days. Make checks payable to: ShopJBS 
$20.00-49.99 $9.95 $14.95 Rush: 3-7 business 
$50.00-99.99 $13.75 $18.75 days, no P.O. Boxes, # Exp. Date 


$100.00-149.99 $15.95 $20.95 HI/AK add $10.00 
$150.00+ call call 


141201 


Signature 


a 


As U.S. Slowly Exits Afghanistan, Communist China Steps In 


AP Images 


With most U.S. troops supposedly on the verge of leaving the 
dubious new Afghan regime to stand (or crumble) largely on its 
own, the Communist Chinese dictatorship is stepping in to fill the 
void and reap the benefits — with the full support of the Obama 
administration. From providing authorities in Kabul with “secu- 
rity” assistance and foreign aid to investing in its economic devel- 
opment via oil and mining, Beijing has big plans for Afghanistan. 

In his first official visit to a foreign power, new Afghan Presi- 
dent Ashraf Ghani went to Beijing on October 28. According to 
a joint statement released after the four-day summit, Commu- 


nist Chinese dictator Xi Jinping agreed to provide two billion 
yuan (about $325 million) to Kabul through 2017. Beijing will 
also train thousands of Afghan “professionals” during the next 
five years, the two rulers said. In addition, Chinese government- 
owned enterprises will continue making huge investments in the 
Afghan economy to help rebuild the war-torn nation and reap big 
profits. Communist Chinese security forces will also share intel- 
ligence and help Kabul wage its alleged war on drugs, as opium 
production continues to explode. 

Ghani, a former United Nations and World Bank operative, 
made big promises to Beijing, calling China “a strategic partner, 
in the short term, medium term, long term and very long term.” 
“China is perhaps the only power with the incentives, resources 
and national will to make Afghanistan’s ambitious vision a real- 
ity,” Zalmay Khalilzad, a former U.S. ambassador to Afghani- 
stan, Iraq, and the United Nations, told the New York Times on 
November 4. “Beijing has already made sizable investments in 
Afghan copper and oil — including a $3 billion agreement to 
develop the Aynak copper mine. China is eyeing Afghan natural 
gas. Western companies, lacking sufficient state backing from 
their governments, have proven unwilling or unable to make 
comparable investments.” 

In other words, as occurred in Iraq, it appears that China is 
set to emerge as among the primary beneficiaries of the costly 
U.S. government “regime change” that began more than a dec- 
ade ago. 


With Latest Round of Climate Hysteria, UN Simply Lies 


With the release on November 2 of the UN Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC) “Synthesis Report” approved 
by governments and PR gurus, the global outfit is now simply 
spreading easily debunked falsehoods in its effort to build some 
semblance of support for a planetary regime to control human- 
ity by rationing and taxing emissions of 
carbon dioxide. However, as the mid- 
term elections showed clearly, in the 
United States in particular, the public is 
not buying the deception. 

Despite rapidly accumulating evi- 
dence to the contrary, the UN now 
claims what it calls “science” actually 
“proves” that carbon dioxide released 
by human activities — presumably in- 
cluding breathing — is driving global 
warming. It is even “conclusive” now, 
according to the UN. 

“With this latest report, science has 
spoken yet again and with much more 
clarity,” declared UN boss Ban Ki- 
moon, almost deifying the global outfit’s 
discredited pseudo-science as if it could 
“speak” to the Earth’s lowly carbon sin- 


ners. “Time is not on our side,” he added at a press conference in 
Copenhagen amid the high-profile release of the last piece of the 
IPCC’s Fifth Assessment Report. “Leaders must act.” 

All the UN is asking for, for now at least, is a “mere” 0.06 
percent of global GDP per year to supposedly keep “warming” 
under two degrees. The UN warmists 
also want to slash CO, emissions by 40 
to 70 percent by 2050. Of course, even 
top scientists in the Obama administra- 
tion have admitted that there is no con- 
sensus on how sensitive the climate al- 
legedly is to CO, increases, so it was not 
clear how the UN came up with its latest 
figures and demands. 

The Obama White House has vowed 
that not even the American people’s 
elected representatives could stop 
him from shackling America to a plan- 
etary climate regime. However, as the 
public increasingly awakens to the 
bogus global-warming theories, reality 
may still eventually stop the UN and 
Obama scheming before every last bit of 
their remaining credibility melts away. 
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INSIDE TRACK 


Six Judges Resign Rather Than Perform Gay “Marriages” 


A total of six county magistrates have resigned over the past 
several weeks in North Carolina rather than honor a court order 
requiring them to perform wedding ceremonies for same-sex 
couples. 

On October 20, Swain County Magistrate Judge Gilbert 
Breedlove resigned his position following a federal court rul- 
ing that struck down North Carolina’s voter-passed constitu- 
tional amendment defining marriage as only between a man and 
a woman. Breedlove followed Rockingham County Magistrate 
John Kallam, Jr., who resigned his position on October 16, saying 
that being forced to perform same-sex “marriage” ceremonies 
“would desecrate a holy institution established by God Himself.” 

Since Breedlove’s and Kallam’s resignations, news reports 
have named four additional county magistrates who have thrown 
in the towel rather than compromise the authority of their of- 
fice by “marrying” homosexuals. The four officials were Gaston 
County Magistrate Bill Stevenson, Graham County Magistrate 
Tommy Holland, Union County Magistrate Gayle Myrick, and 
Jackson County Magistrate Jeff Powell. 

All the judges said that they could not be compelled to violate 
their moral convictions for the sake of a court ruling. “It was 
something I had to do out of conscience,” Bill Stevenson said 
of his resignation. “I felt like to perform same sex unions would 
be in violation of the Lord’s commands, so I couldn’t do that.” 

Stevenson said that the ruling is an indication that the state has 
“rejected the prime authority of the scriptures, something our Na- 


tion’s Founding Fathers, such as John Adams, knew better than 
to do. In both the Old and New Testaments, homosexuality is 
something the Lord does not approve of, and since He doesn’t, I 
could not put the sanction of the state on a relationship that runs 
afoul of scripture.” 

He added, “I think one of the things we’ ve lost as Christians is 
an understanding of the correct view of the moral commandments 
of the Lord, and how keeping them — by His grace — is required 
to demonstrate our love for Him.” 


Spy Chief Says Internet Aids Terrorists, Needs More Monitoring 


British spy chief Robert Hannigan has called Internet services 
such as Twitter, Facebook, WhatsApp, and others “the command- 
and-control networks of choice for terrorists” and says he wants 
“better arrangements” with tech companies for the surveillance 
that GCHQ (the U.K. equivalent of the NSA) conducts on those 
who use these services. 

Hannigan’s op-ed article, published online by Financial 
Times on November 3, accuses technology companies of being 
in denial over the way the Internet is misused by terrorists and 
of being out of sync with those who use the Internet for legiti- 


mate purposes. “To those of us who have to tackle the depressing 
end of human behaviour on the internet, it can seem that some 
technology companies are in denial about its misuse. I suspect 
most ordinary users of the internet are ahead of them.... I think 
those customers would be comfortable with a better, more sus- 
tainable relationship between the agencies and the technology 
companies.” This does not appear to be the case, however. In an 
ironic twist, Financial Times posted a poll right beside his article 
asking, “Should online privacy be sacrificed to combat terror- 
ism?” The “Nos” outnumber the “Yeses” by a margin of more 
than two to one. 

The basis for Hannigan’s accusations is found in his assertion 
that “Isis has embraced the web as a noisy channel in which to 
promote itself, intimidate people, and radicalise new recruits.” It 
does this, he says, using “messaging and social media services 
such as Twitter, Facebook and WhatsApp, and a language their 
peers understand.” The problem is compounded, according to 
Hannigan, by the encryption available that allows greater secu- 
rity of communications. The implication is that only people who 
have something to hide would use encryption tools to secure their 
e-mails, texts, phone calls, and other communications. Hannigan 
is guilty of pitting security against privacy, as if they are mutually 
exclusive. In reality, when there is greater privacy and liberty, 
there is greater security. 
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Outspoken Teen Wins a Seat in West Virginia Legislature 
“[’m pro-life, pro-gun ownership, and opposed to same-sex 
marriage.” 

Conducting her campaign from her dorm room at college, 


’ a rs ‘ 
~~ 
18-year-old Republican Saira Blair won election with a 63-37 ee 


margin. : 


ISIS Power Weakening 

“So central to this group’s appeal is its ability to keep expanding. 
But as soon as that stops, the whole narrative is less convincing.” 
A Syria analyst with the International Crisis Group, Noah Bonsey believes that ISIS power is declining. 


AP Images 


Ousting Democrats and Electing Republicans Isn’t Necessarily the Solution 

“You know, the fact that the people rose up and voted the Democrats out of power doesn’t necessarily 
mean they trust the Republicans. They’ve given us another chance. But we’ve got to earn that trust, and 
the way to earn it is to listen to the priorities of the people.” 

Commenting on the GOP’s gains in the recent elections, Senator Ted Cruz (R-Texas) reminded fellow 
Republicans that the people aren’t going to stand for poor performance from Republicans. 


President Points to Executive Orders as His Option 

“But what I’m not going to do is just wait. I think it’s fair to say that I’ve 
shown a lot of patience.... But in the meantime, let’s see what we can 
do lawfully through executive actions to improve the functioning of the 
system.” 

Pointing to trade deals, tax changes, infrastructure spending, and immi- 
gration overhaul, President Barack Obama indicated once again, during 
a post-election press conference, that he has plans to make law with the 
stroke of his pen, a completely unconstitutional procedure. 


We’ve Had 149 Czars Since 1918! 

“President Obama should have known that so many agencies and their 
would-be autocrats have failed that the mere use of the word czar ought to be considered a sign of ap- 
proaching futility. Our greatest need now may be for the appointment of a czar czar.” 

Columnist Thomas Donlan has little use for any czar, including the Ebola czar recently appointed by 
President Obama. 


Now She Feels Victimized and Bullied 

“T was Patient Zero, the first person to have their reputation completely destroyed worldwide, via the 
Internet.” 

Speaking at a Forbes magazine forum, Monica Lewinsky sought sympathy from the public after gaining 
plenty of notoriety from her dalliances with then-President Bill Clinton. 


Six-foot-tall Statue of an Apple I-phone Removed by Russian Company 

“{It’s] a public call to sodomy.” 

After Apple CEO Tim Cook announced that he is a proud homosexual, the statue depicting the famous 
I-phone was taken down in St. Petersburg, AZEFS Company spokesman said it was the company’s 
way of protesting homosexual propaganda. 


Look Who’s Warning Americans About Hillary Clinton 
“Well, Hillary is a corporatist and a militarist. Do we want 
another corporatist and a militarist? She thinks Obama is too 
weak. He doesn’t kill enough people overseas. So she’s a men- 
ace to the United States.” 
As outspoken as ever, Ralph Nader, himself a leftist, pointed 
a negative finger at the presumptive Democrat nominee for 
president. @ 

— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANus 
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RIGHTS 


Youre 


a Criminal 


Now! 


The feds have turned dissent into a crime, using vague federal laws and selective 
enforcement to prosecute enemies of the Obama administration — expect more to come. 


by Michael Tennant 


author Dinesh D’Souza scored big at 
the box office with his motion picture 
2016: Obama’s America, which detailed 
the many radical influences on President 
Barack Obama and argued that these in- 


I n the summer of 2012, conservative 


10 


fluences portended serious trouble for the 
United States if Obama were reelected. 
The film, based on D’Souza’s 2010 best- 
seller The Roots of Obama’ Rage, grossed 
over $33 million in the United States, 
making it the second highest-grossing po- 
litical documentary since 1982. It also un- 
doubtedly earned D’Souza the enmity of 


Obama, whose campaign labeled the film 
“an insidious attempt to dishonestly smear 
the president.” 

About 18 months after the release of 
2016, D’Souza was indicted by a federal 
grand jury and charged with two felony 
counts for a relatively small, isolated vio- 
lation of federal campaign-finance law. 


THE NEW AMERICAN @ DECEMBER 1, 2014 


D'Souza, it seems, had asked friends = Every law, by definition, curtails someone's liberty. In some cases, 


to contribute to New York Republican 
Wendy Long’s 2012 campaign for the U.S. 
Senate and then reimbursed them for their 
contributions, enabling him, in effect, to 
make contributions in excess of the legal 
limit. If convicted, D’Souza could have 
been imprisoned for up to seven years. 

The U.S. Attorney’s office for the South- 
ern District of New York, which brought 
the case, claimed D’Souza’s alleged crime 
had been uncovered in the course of a rou- 
tine Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
review of Federal Election Commission 
(FEC) filings. Astute observers, however, 
smelled a rat. 

“The idea of charging him with a felony 
for this doesn’t sound like a proper exer- 
cise of prosecutorial discretion,” Harvard 
University law professor Alan Dershowitz 
told the Wall Street Journal. “1 can’t help 
but think that [D’Souza’s] politics have 
something to do with it.... It smacks of se- 
lective prosecution.” 

In other words, rather than stumbling 
across D’Souza’s violation and then 
choosing to prosecute him for it, federal 
officials went searching for a law they 
could use to punish one of the president’s 
harshest critics. 


A Crime for Every 
Purpose Under Heaven 
Selective prosecution is notoriously dif- 
ficult to prove in court — the judge in 
D’Souza’s case flatly rejected his claim 
to have been targeted unfairly — but few 
doubt that it occurs. With thousands of 
federal crimes and tens of thousands of 
federal regulations on the books, many of 
them quite nebulous, finding a law with 
which to bludgeon one’s political enemies 
is a cinch. 

In his aptly titled 2009 book Three Fel- 
onies a Day: How the Feds Target the In- 
nocent, attorney Harvey Silverglate wrote: 


It is only a slight exaggeration to say 
that the average busy professional in 
this country wakes up in the morn- 
ing, goes to work, comes home, takes 
care of personal and family obliga- 
tions, and then goes to sleep, unaware 
that he or she likely committed sev- 
eral federal crimes that day. Why? 
The answer lies in the very nature of 
modern federal criminal laws, which 
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that is a good thing: The freedom to rub out one’s neighbor, for 


instance, ought not be exercised. But many federal laws, in addition 


to being unconstitutional, infringe on individuals’ freedom. 


have become not only exceedingly 
numerous ... and broad, but also ... 
impossibly vague.... Federal criminal 
laws have become dangerously dis- 
connected from the English common 
law tradition and its insistence on fair 
notice, so prosecutors can find some 
arguable federal crime to apply to 
just about any one of us, even for the 
most seemingly innocuous conduct 
(and since the mid-1980s have done 
so increasingly). 


Every law, by definition, curtails some- 
one’s liberty. In some cases, that is a 
good thing: The freedom to rub out one’s 
neighbor, for instance, ought not be ex- 
ercised. But many federal laws, in addi- 
tion to being unconstitutional, infringe 
on individuals’ freedom to exercise their 
“inalienable rights” to “life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness” (to quote the 
Declaration of Independence), often for 
the benefit of the politically favored. And 


Newscom 


the more such laws there are, the fewer 
liberties Americans enjoy. 

No one knows exactly how many fed- 
eral crimes have been defined. Numerous 
people over the years have attempted to 
count them; but as retired Justice Depart- 
ment official Ronald Gainer told the Wall 
Street Journal, anyone who tries “will 
have died and resurrected three times” and 
still not have the answer. Silverglate cited 
one such attempt: 


A study by the Federalist Society 
reported that, by the year 2007, the 
U.S. Code (listing all statutes en- 
acted by Congress) contained more 
than 4,450 criminal offenses, up from 
3,000 in 1980. Even this figure un- 
derstates the challenge facing honest, 
law-abiding citizens. Since the New 
Deal era, Congress has delegated to 
various administrative agencies the 
task of writing the regulations that 
implement many congressional stat- 


The route to Ohama’s cage: Dinesh D’Souza, writer of The Roots of Obama’s Rage and 2016: 
Obama's America, was threatened with years behind bars for a minor violation of campaign- 
finance law — a case many think was politically motivated. 
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Future Supreme Court justice Robert Jackson warned federal 


prosecutors that although there were already a great many federal 


criminal statutes, they must not “succumb to the temptation of first 


‘picking the man and then searching the law books, or putting 


investigators to work, to pin some offense on him.” 


utes. This has spawned thousands of 
additional pages of text that carry 
the same force as congressionally 
enacted statutes. The volume of fed- 
eral crimes in recent decades has ex- 
ploded well beyond the statute books 
and into the morass of the Code of 
Federal Regulations, handing federal 
prosecutors an additional trove of 
often vague and exceedingly com- 
plex and technical prohibitions, one 
degree removed from congressional 
authority, on which to hang their hap- 
less targets. 


The phenomenon is not new. As Silver- 
glate related, in 1940, then-attorney gen- 
eral and future Supreme Court justice 
Robert Jackson warned federal prosecu- 
tors that although there were already a 
great many federal criminal statutes, they 
must not “succumb to the temptation of 
first ‘picking the man and then searching 
the law books, or putting investigators to 
work, to pin some offense on him.’” That 
is the way of totalitarian states such as 
the former Soviet Union, where Lavren- 
tity Beria, secret-police chief under Josef 
Stalin, infamously bragged, “Show me the 
man and I’ll find you the crime.” 

While the danger of selective prosecu- 
tion has long existed, it has become in- 
creasingly acute as the number of federal 
crimes has waxed and presidents’ toler- 
ance for dissent has waned. Presidents 
now have the ability to charge almost 
anyone they choose with some crime — 
a convenient way to punish enemies and 
make others think twice about crossing 
the chief executive. 

In D’Souza’s case, while it is clear 
that he knew he was breaking or at least 
bending the law, it is doubtful that he 
expected to be criminally prosecuted for 
it, let alone threatened with jail time, es- 
pecially when so many others get away 
with much more egregious violations of 
the same law or, if caught, are penalized 
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monetarily. “Obama’s 2008 presiden- 
tial campaign was itself fined $375,000 
in 2013 for failing to disclose millions 
of dollars in contributions and missing 
deadlines for refunding millions in ex- 
cess contributions,” recalled the Wash- 
ington Times. “No one was threatened 
with prison for that.” 

Former U.S. Attorney Joseph DiG- 
enova told Newsmax.com that he found 
it “unusual” that D’Souza, who had no 
previous criminal record and only (as far 
as we know) violated the law this one 
time, was being charged with a felony. “It 
seems to me that a misdemeanor makes 
much more sense than a felony charge,” 
he said. 

Other law-enforcement experts told the 
website that under normal circumstances 
“the government would likely show little 
interest in investigating” a violation as 
small as D’Souza’s ($20,000 in excess 
contributions — chicken feed in the world 
of federal campaigns). Former FEC com- 
missioner David Mason said such minor 
violations are “usually resolved at a low 


. 


level,” not by arresting someone and 
threatening him with imprisonment. 

D’Souza, who had initially pleaded not 
guilty to both felony counts, eventually 
pleaded guilty to one count and was sen- 
tenced to five years’ probation, with the 
first eight months spent living in a com- 
munity confinement center; a $30,000 
fine; community service throughout his 
probation; and — believe it or not — 
“therapeutic counseling.” All this for mak- 
ing a relatively small illegal contribution 
to a losing campaign. 

While D’Souza was spared prison time, 
his arrest, prosecution, and sentencing — 
assuming they were carried out at the be- 
hest of the White House — still served a 
purpose: putting other administration crit- 
ics on notice that they’d better watch their 
every step or they, too, could wind up in 
the dock. Indeed, more than a few Obama 
foes have fallen victim to his administra- 
tion’s use — or misuse — of federal law. 


Auditory Nerve 

In the time-honored tradition of Franklin 
Roosevelt and Richard Nixon, among oth- 
ers, the Obama administration has taken 
advantage of the income-tax code’s im- 
penetrable nature and the power it bestows 
on the executive branch. 

Wayne Allyn Root — the 2008 Liber- 
tarian Party vice-presidential nominee, 
a classmate of Obama at Columbia Uni- 
versity, and one of the president’s noted 


Getting to the Root: “Our commander in chief is a bully,” former Libertarian vice-presidential 


nominee Wayne Allyn Root declared after being subjected to two IRS audits that he believes were 


payback for his criticism of Obama. 
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Seek not and ye shall find not: Although the IRS once claimed two years’ worth of former 
Exempt Organizations Division director Lois Lerner’s e-mails were lost, the agency recently 
admitted in court that it hasn’t even bothered looking for them. 


critics — claimed that starting in 2011, he 
was subjected to not one but two suspi- 
cious income-tax audits, the second one 
commencing just days after he’d won a 
complete victory over the first one in tax 
court. His accountant, too, was audited, he 
said. Root pointed out that he’d had an un- 
blemished tax record for the prior 30 years 
and had passed two previous random au- 
dits with flying colors. The chances that 
he’d fall victim to two successive audits, 
especially after thrashing the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) in the first one, 
and that his accountant would be audited 
at the same time, are “zero,” he stated in 
an op-ed for the Blaze. The only explana- 
tion, he deduced, is that he is “on Obama’s 
Enemies List.” 

“If a president can go after me because 
he doesn’t like my political beliefs,” Root 
averred, “than [sic] no one is safe. Today 
it’s me, tomorrow it could be you.” 

Root’s forecast turned out to be aston- 
ishingly accurate. In early 2010, the IRS 
began indefinitely delaying approval of 
various conservative organizations’ ap- 
plications for tax-exempt status. Specifi- 
cally, the agency refused to process expe- 
ditiously applications from groups whose 
names referenced, among other things, 
“Tea Party” or “patriots” or who were con- 
cemed about government spending, debt, 
or taxes; criticized the government; advo- 
cated education about the Constitution or 
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Bill of Rights; or opposed ObamaCare. In 
addition, the agency requested more infor- 
mation from many of the groups, much of 
it highly sensitive, such as donor lists. 

According to the New York Times, in 
the span of two years, the IRS approved 
just four tax-exemption applications 
from groups with conservative keywords 
in their names. (Liberal groups’ applica- 
tions, the paper found, were approved “at 
a fairly steady rate” during the same time 
period.) This had the effect of discourag- 
ing contributions to these organizations, 
making it difficult if not impossible for 
them to effectively oppose the adminis- 
tration’s agenda. 

Although the IRS initially claimed that 
the policy originated in its Cincinnati, 
Ohio, office, IRS documents and congres- 
sional testimony from IRS officials show 
clearly that the policy was being directed 
from Washington at the urging of congres- 
sional Democrats, if not the Obama ad- 
ministration itself. What’s more, the IRS 
official at the center of the storm, former 
Exempt Organizations Division director 
Lois Lerner, not only approved of the foot- 
dragging but also, according to e-mails 
obtained by National Review, appears to 
have given an FEC attorney confidential 
tax records on a conservative organiza- 
tion in order to influence the commission’s 
vote on whether to prosecute the group for 
alleged campaign-finance law violations. 
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Later, in congressional testimony, Lerner 
would assert that she broke no laws and 
then refused to testify on the grounds that 
her testimony might incriminate her — an 
odd juxtaposition, to say the least. 

Was the IRS campaign against the 
president’s political foes directed from 
the White House? While no “smoking 
gun” has yet been unearthed, one interest- 
ing piece of information strongly suggests 
that the policy wasn’t dreamed up by the 
agency itself: During the time period in 
which tax-exemption applications were 
being delayed, two IRS commissioners — 
Douglas Shulman and Sarah Hall Ingram, 
the latter of whom was Lerner’s immedi- 
ate supervisor at the time — each visited 
the White House more than 150 times. 
“Both IRS officials played significant 
roles in the scandal,” The New American 
online reported. 

Furthermore, the Obama IRS is known 
to have leaked some conservatives’ con- 
fidential tax records to outsiders. The 
National Organization for Marriage col- 
lected $50,000 in damages from the agen- 
cy for supplying its 2008 tax return, in- 
cluding donor lists, to the Human Rights 
Campaign, a gay-rights group. And ac- 
cording to IRS inspector general J. Rus- 
sell George, there have been at least three 
leaks of political candidates’ tax informa- 
tion under Obama. 


Choke Hold on Business 

With the massive number of federal laws 
and regulations on the books, it would be 
a trivial matter for the Obama administra- 
tion to find one under which to prosecute 
and potentially bankrupt every business 
it does not like. That, however, would be 
time-consuming and expensive and might 
not succeed in every instance. Instead, 
after a search of the U.S. Code, the ad- 
ministration located a single law that it is 
using to cripple entire industries without 
ever filing charges. 

The Justice Department program, 
known as “Operation Choke Point,” 
employs a highly dubious interpretation 
of the 1989 Financial Institutions Re- 
form, Recovery, and Enforcement Act 
(FIRREA). According to a May House 
Oversight Committee report, FIRREA 
“authorizes the Attorney General to seek 
civil money penalties against entities that 
commit mail or wire fraud ‘affecting a 
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federally insured financial institution,’” 
but the Obama Justice Department “has 
radically and inappropriately expanded 
its own authority under FIRREA” by 
forcing banks to close the accounts of 
merchants that may pose a risk without 
first proving in court that said merchants 
are engaging in fraud. 

Although the primary target of Opera- 
tion Choke Point is the short-term lending 
industry, a legal if somewhat risky finan- 
cial service, Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC) documents show 
that many more industries are under at- 
tack. One 2012 memo threatened FDIC- 
supervised institutions with “enforce- 
ment actions” if they failed to manage the 
“risks associated with relationships with 
third-party entities that process payments 
for telemarketers, online businesses, and 
other merchants” including “credit repair 
companies, debt consolidation and for- 
giveness programs, online-gambling relat- 
ed operations, government grant or will- 
writing kits, payday or subprime loans, 
pornography, online tobacco or firearms 
sales, pharmaceutical sales, sweepstakes, 
and magazine subscriptions.” 

Given such threats from Washington, 
it is hardly surprising that banks are in- 
deed closing down the accounts of legal 
businesses on the administration’s hit list, 
usually citing regulatory changes or risk 
tolerance as the reason for doing so. 

Firearms merchants — among the least 
popular businesses in America as far as 
Obama is concerned — have been par- 
ticularly hard-hit by Operation Choke 
Point. According to the Washington Times, 
in 2012, Bank of America “suddenly 
dropped the 12-year account of McMillan 
Group International, a gun manufacturer 
in Phoenix, even though the company had 
a good credit history.” When Kelly Mc- 
Millan, the company’s owner, publicized 
this occurrence on Facebook, “he found 
that thousands of small gun-shop owners 
across the country were in the same situ- 
ation,” the paper reported. “Banks were 
either dropping them, freezing their ac- 
counts or refusing to process their online 
sales, so he opened a credit card process- 
ing company for the gun industry called 
McMillan Merchant Solutions.” 

“The [Justice] Department’s tortured 
legal analysis has turned FIRREA on its 
head,” argued the House panel. “[FIR- 
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All choked up: Under the Justice Department’s 


= 
AP Images 


Operation Choke Point,” many law-abiding 


businesses — gun dealers preeminent among them — are finding their bank accounts 


summarily closed. 


REA] was intended to help the Depart- 
ment defend banks from fraud; instead, the 
Department is using it to forcibly conscript 
banks to serve as the ‘policemen and judg- 
es’ of the commercial world.” (Emphasis 
in original.) But it is the existence of the 
largely unconstitutional FIRREA — the 
law also expanded Fannie Mae’s and Fred- 
die Mac’s missions and created the Bank 
Insurance Fund and new financial regula- 
tory bodies — that makes this possible. 


Stopping Unfriendly Leakers 
Another “problem” the administration has 
solved by searching the law books is that 
of punishing leakers of classified informa- 
tion — but only selected ones. The White 
House itself leaks information to the press 
about classified operations such as drone 
strikes or the assassination of Osama bin 
Laden in hopes of scoring points with the 
public. At the same time, the administra- 
tion viciously prosecutes — or at least per- 
secutes — individuals who leak informa- 
tion that might cost it some yardage. 
Under the Espionage Act of 1917, 
Obama, who claims to head “the most 
transparent administration in history,” has 
charged seven people for leaking classified 
information, more than double the number 
given the same treatment by all previous 
administrations combined. Some of those 
charged, such as Bradley (now Chelsea) 


Manning and Edward Snowden, did indeed 
leak significant amounts of classified data, 
though these leaks’ impact on national se- 
curity appears to have been minimal. Oth- 
ers, however, merely informed the public of 
things that embarrassed the administration. 

Former National Security Agency 
(NSA) employee Thomas Drake, for ex- 
ample, was charged in 2010 with 10 felony 
counts for telling a Baltimore Sun reporter 
that the agency had spent $1.2 billion on 
a data-collection program from an outside 
vendor when it could have developed the 
same program in-house for just $3 mil- 
lion. “The case against him collapsed,” the 
New York Times reported, “and he pleaded 
guilty to a single misdemeanor, of misuse 
of a government computer.” By then, he 
had been forced out of his job at the NSA. 

In 2012, former Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) officer James Kiriakou 
was charged under the Espionage Act for 
telling journalists about the CIA’s water- 
boarding of alleged bin Laden aide Abu 
Zubaydah, which he characterized as tor- 
ture or very nearly so. “Meanwhile, his 
evil twin, former CIA officer Jose Rodri- 
guez, has a best-selling book out [2012’s 
Hard Measures: How Aggressive CIA Ac- 
tions After 9/11 Saved American Lives]| 
bragging about the success of waterboard- 
ing and his own hand in the dirty work,” 
former State Department officer Peter van 
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Buren observed in a 2012 Mother Jones 
article. (Van Buren, too, is a victim of 
Obama’s war on whistleblowers for hav- 
ing authored 2011’s We Meant Well: How I 
Helped Lose the Battle for the Hearts and 
Minds of the Iraqi People.) 

In addition, as part of its Espionage Act 
case against former CIA agent Jeffrey Ster- 
ling, the Obama administration is taking the 
rare step of trying to force a journalist to re- 
veal his sources. The investigation of Ster- 
ling, who is accused of leaking classified 
information to journalist James Risen that 
Risen subsequently published in his 2006 
book State of War: The Secret History of the 
CIA and the Bush Administration, began 
under the George W. Bush administration 
for obvious reasons. Risen was subpoenaed 
in 2008, but after the subpoena expired as 
Risen fought it, the Obama administration 
renewed it. Risen has continued to refuse 
to testify despite a 2013 ruling from the 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals in favor of 
the government and a subsequent rejection 
of Risen’s appeal by the Supreme Court. 
Should prosecutors demand his testimony, 
Risen says he will still keep mum, even if 
it means going to jail. 

“I don’t believe this [the Espionage 
Act prosecutions] is about security at all,” 
James Spione, director of the 2014 docu- 
mentary Silenced, told van Buren. “It is 
the unfair singling out of whistleblowers 
by asecrecy regime that is more than any- 
thing just another weapon in the state’s ar- 
senal to bludgeon its enemies while vaunt- 
ing its supposed successes — if you can 
call blowing up unsuspecting people, their 
families, and friends with a remote control 
airplane ‘success.’” 


Surveil Says: More to Come 

As noted previously, the Obama adminis- 
tration is not the first to use the ever-grow- 
ing array of federal laws to its advantage, 
and it will probably not be the last. Indeed, 
if recent revelations are any indication, 
political prosecutions are likely to become 
even more commonplace. 

The NSA and the Justice Department 
under both Bush and Obama have told 
federal judges that they would never use 
the information gathered under the NSA’s 
vast domestic spying program in criminal 
prosecutions, but documents leaked by 
Snowden prove otherwise. In truth, the 
two are working together to subvert the 
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“If a president can go after me because he doesn't like my 


political beliefs,” Root averred, “than [sic] no one is safe. Today 


it's me, tomorrow it could be you.” Root's forecast turned out to be 


astonishingly accurate. 


Fourth Amendment by obtaining evidence 
on individual Americans without a war- 
rant and then presenting that evidence in 
court with a false history of how it came 
into the Justice Department’s possession, 
thereby making it appear that the evidence 
was obtained legally — a policy known as 
“parallel reconstruction.” 

With the NSA’s enormous communica- 
tions database at hand, therefore, there is 
little to stop the government from choosing 
a target (perhaps a critic of the president), 
finding evidence that he has broken one 
of the countless sweeping federal laws or 
regulations, and then using that evidence 
to prosecute that individual, claiming — 
as it did in the D’Souza case — to have 
come into possession of that evidence 
through perfectly legal means. 

“While parallel reconstruction is decep- 
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tive, unlawful and unconstitutional, I sus- 
pect it is but the tip of a dangerous iceberg 
spawned by the unbridled NSA spying that 
Bush and Obama have given us,” Judge 
Andrew Napolitano opined in a recent col- 
umn. “When you mix a lack of fidelity to 
the plain meaning of the Constitution with 
a legal fiction, and then add in a drumbeat 
of fear, enforced secrecy and billions of 
unaccounted-for taxpayer dollars, you get 
a dangerous stew of unintended tyrannical 
consequences.” 

The only way to disgorge that stew from 
the American body politic is to shut down 
the NSA’s domestic surveillance and re- 
peal the myriad laws and regulations that 
conflict with the Constitution. Only then 
can Americans be “secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects” and free to 
enjoy their God-given rights. 


Whisile stop: Thomas Drake was fired from the NSA and prosecuted by the Obama 
administration for leaking embarrassing but harmless (from a national-security perspective) 


information to the media. 
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Election 2014: 


Though many neocons were elected in the GOP wave of victories, freedom-lovers 
fended off an establishment money-wave in the 2014 election and built upon the Tea 
Party gains of 2010 and 2012 in the U.S. House of Representatives. 


by Thomas R. Eddlem 


fter the sweeping Republican 
A victory in the elections of 2014, 

former Texas Congressman Ron 
Paul tweeted: “Looks like big Republi- 
can win tonight. Power shift? Yes. Phi- 
losophy shift? No!” What that meant, ac- 
cording to Dr. Paul in a second election 
night tweet, was that “Republican control 
of the Senate = expanded neocon wars in 
Syria and Iraq. Boots on the ground are 
coming!” As if to prove Dr. Paul correct, 
President Obama announced the deploy- 
ment of an additional 1,500 troops to Iraq 
on November 7, just three days after the 
former congressman’s tweet. 

But did Americans merely trade big 
government-loving liberals for war-lov- 
ing Republicans in the 2014 election? 

Dr. Paul was at least partly correct, 
with respect to the new makeup of the 
U.S. Senate. Many of the new members 
of the U.S. Senate were elected on cam- 
paigns that complained President Obama 
was insufficiently belligerent with his 
foreign policy, such as Senators-elect 
Joni Ernst of lowa and Tom Cotton of Ar- 
kansas. While now-Representative Tom 
Cotton (Freedom Index*: 63 percent) 
will replace Democrat Mark Pryor (Free- 
dom Index: 19 percent) and represents an 
improvement on economic issues, Rep- 
resentative Cotton has been among the 
most bellicose of congressmen on foreign 
policy and was a leader on the wrong side 
of the NSA surveillance debate. The neo- 
conservative Cotton took to the floor of 
the House of Representatives in 2013 to 


* THE NEW AMERICAN’S “Freedom Index” is a con- 
gressional scorecard based on the U.S. Constitu- 
tion. All percentages shown are cumulative scores 
going back as far as 1999. To see the Freedom 
Index online, go to TheNewAmerican.com, then 


click on “Voting Index” in the menu bar at the top. 
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Representative Justin Amash: The Michigan congressman’s House Liberty Caucus should 
grow in January with new liberty-oriented House members being elected, especially Wisconsin’s 
Glenn Grothman, lowa’s Rod Blum, West Virginia’s Alex Mooney, Maine’s Bruce Poliquin, and 


Minnesota’s Tom Emmer. 


oppose the Amash amendment that would 
have curtailed warrantless surveillance of 
Americans’ telephone calls in violation of 
the Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Con- 
stitution. Zach Beauchamp of Vox.com 
termed Cotton “Rand Paul’s worst night- 
mare” with regard to foreign policy and 
domestic civil liberties. 

Republicans picked up Democratic 
U.S. Senate seats in Arkansas, Colorado, 
Iowa, Montana, North Carolina, South 
Dakota, and West Virginia in the Novem- 
ber general elections, guaranteeing them 
at least 52 of the 100 seats in the U.S. 
Senate. U.S. Senate changes represent 
measurable improvements on economic 


issues over the Democrats they’ II replace. 
Just as Joni Ernst will replace the retir- 
ing leftist Tom Harkin (Freedom Index: 
14 percent) and can be expected to vote 
better than Harkin, other Republican con- 
gressmen have stronger voting records 
than the Democratic Senators they are 
replacing: 

¢ Representative Cory Gardner of 
Colorado (Freedom Index: 70 percent) 
defeated Mark Udall (Freedom Index: 20 
percent). 

¢ Representative Steve Daines (Free- 
dom Index: 60 percent) defeated Democrat 
John Walsh (Freedom Index: 0 percent). 

¢ Representative Shelley Capito of 


17 


West Virginia (Freedom Index: 46 per- 
cent) will replace the retiring Jay Rock- 
efeller (Freedom Index: 13 percent). 
Likewise, if moderate Representative 
Bill Cassidy (Freedom Index: 66 percent) 
prevails in a December run-off against 
Senator Mary Landrieu (Freedom Index: 
19 percent), it would represent a signifi- 
cant improvement on economic issues. 
Moderate Republicans replaced far-left 
Democrats in a number of states: Former 
Bush-era State Department official Dan 
Sullivan of Alaska will replace Mark Be- 
gich (Freedom Index: 14 percent), Thom 
Tillis of North Carolina defeated Demo- 
cratic incumbent Kay Hagan (Freedom 
Index: 11 percent), and Mike Rounds 
defeated Senator Tim Johnson of South 
Dakota (Freedom Index: 16 percent). 
Senator-elect Ben Sasse of Nebraska, 
who will replace Mike Johanns (Freedom 
Index: 67 percent), may become a solid 
constitutionalist senator. Sasse had been 
backed by most of the major Tea Party 
and libertarian-leaning organizations 
such as the Senate Conservatives Fund, 
Club for Growth, and FreedomWorks. 


Defensive Victories 

Perhaps the most under-reported story of 
the 2014 election has been the utter failure 
of the establishment effort to destroy Tea 
Party and libertarian-aligned representa- 
tives elected during the 2010 and 2012 
cycles. Establishment forces publicly 
targeted the most vocal champions of the 
U.S. Constitution for defeat, and backed 
up those targets with tens of millions of 
dollars in campaign contributions. On the 
top of that list was House Liberty Cau- 
cus Chairman Justin Amash, a two-term 
Michigan Republican that many have 
termed the next Ron Paul. The 34-year- 
old Amash (Freedom Index: 94 percent) 
led a back-bench rebellion against war- 
rantless surveillance in 2013 that nearly 
passed the House of Representatives, de- 
spite staunch opposition from the House 
leadership of both political parties and 
the Obama White House. He succeeded 
in getting a version of the amendment 
passed in the House in 2014 (but it died in 
Harry Reid’s Democratic Senate). Amash 
had been publicly labeled a “wacko bird” 
(along with Senators Rand Paul and Ted 
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Representative-elect Rod Blum: |owa’s latest congressman promises to be a strong supporter 
of civil liberties and the Constitution, campaigning against big government and unconstitutional 


surveillance of Americans. 
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Cruz) by neoconservative Senator John 
McCain of Arizona and was falsely at- 
tacked by Bush fundraiser Karl Rove as 
“far more liberal than any Republican” 
in Congress. But Amash emerged with 
a 55-45 primary victory despite a dirty 
multimillion dollar GOP primary — 
partly funded by the crony capitalists of 
the Chamber of Commerce — where his 
self-funded millionaire opponent Brian 
Ellis labeled him “al Qaeda’s best friend 
in Congress” in television advertisements 
for opposing warrantless surveillance 
against Americans. 

Also targeted was longtime Represen- 
tative Walter Jones, Jr. (Freedom Index: 
78 percent), one of the relatively few con- 
gressmen who improved during his time 
in Congress. Jones earned a perfect 100 
percent with the Freedom Index for the 
current Congress to date, but he recently 
earned the hatred of neoconservatives for 
his opposition to unnecessary foreign wars 
and was targeted for defeat in a primary 
against Washington, D.C., lobbyist Taylor 
Griffin. Outside groups called “Ending 
Spending Action Fund” (funded by TD 
Ameritrade founder Joe Ricketts) and the 
“Emergency Committee for Israel” (head- 
ed by neoconservative don Bill Kristol) 
air-lifted more than $1 million in televi- 
sion and radio advertisements into the dis- 
trict to defeat Jones by painting him as a 
“liberal,” but the rock-solid conservative 
coasted to a primary victory anyway. 

The only straight-up loss among con- 
stitutionalist-leaning congressmen was 
retired teacher Kerry Bentivolio (Free- 
dom Index: 80 percent), who had been 
elected in 2012 by stroke of luck when 
the incumbent Republican Thaddeus Mc- 
Cotter failed to gather signatures for bal- 
lot access, won the GOP-leaning district 
by default. Establishment forces devoted 
millions to take Bentivolio out in what 
proved a successful drive. 


Progress in House of Representatives 
But just as the establishment attack 
against Tea Party/liberty movement in- 
cumbents failed, the Tea Party offensive 
against the establishment likewise met 
with little success in what was largely 
a status quo election. Constitutionalists 
will bid farewell to Paul Broun (Free- 
dom Index: 91 percent) of Georgia and 
Steve Stockman (Freedom Index: 96 
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percent) of Texas, who lost primaries try- 
ing to move up to the U.S. Senate. Stock- 
man tried to replace establishment Re- 
publican John Cornyn (Freedom Index: 
69 percent), and Broun lost a primary 
to David Perdue in the race to replace 
the retiring Republican Georgia Sena- 
tor Saxby Chambliss (Freedom Index: 
58 percent). Constitutionalist candidate 
Chris McDaniel failed to replace liberal 
Republican Senator Thad Cochran (Free- 
dom Index: 54 percent), and other con- 
stitutionalists lost U.S. Senate primaries 
in South Carolina, North Carolina, West 
Virginia, and elsewhere. 

The libertarian-leaning FreedomWorks 
organization boasted that 92 percent of 
its general election candidates won. But 
that’s largely because many of its insur- 
gent candidates failed in the primaries. 
The bad news from 2014 is that more lib- 
erty candidates lost their races for federal 
office than ever before; the good news is 
that the only reason liberty candidates 
lost more races is because there were far 
more liberty candidates running for fed- 
eral office than ever before. On balance, 
more liberty candidates got elected to 
federal office than in 2012. 

There were a few notable victories by 
the liberty insurgency, meaning that Dr. 
Paul’s tweets could be unintentionally 
misleading with respect to the House of 
Representatives. Economics professor 
David Brat took down the liberal House 
Majority Leader Eric Cantor (Freedom 
Index: 55 percent) in the primary despite 
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a 20-1 deficit in campaign coffers and 
won the general election. Likewise with 
John Ratcliffe, who replaced 90-year-old 
Republican Representative Ralph Hall 
(Freedom Index: 60 percent). Ratcliffe 
received support from libertarian-leaning 
independent groups during the primary, 
including Club for Growth and the Madi- 
son Project, and prevailed in November. 

In other cases, new members of the 
House of Representatives elected to re- 
place retiring establishment Republicans 
or Democrats may prove to strengthen 
the liberty movement in the House of 
Representatives. The next Congress will 
feature at least 243 Republicans in the 
House, a GOP pickup of at least 12 seats, 
with more likely to be added as tight races 
are called. The new congressman for 
Wisconsin’s Sixth District, Glenn Groth- 
man, should be a marked improvement 
over retiring Tom Petri (Freedom Index: 
61 percent), a member of the Council 
on Foreign Relations and a reliable sup- 
porter of the GOP leadership. Grothman 
has a solid conservative record as a state 
senator in Wisconsin. 

Possibly the best new ally for Justin 
Amash’s Liberty Caucus will be Rod 
Blum from Jowa’s First District, who 
was endorsed by Liberty Action Fund 
PAC. Blum opposes warrantless surveil- 
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Representative-elect Alex Mooney: The 
incoming West Virginia congressional 
freshman perhaps best symbolizes the results 
of the 2014 election. Mooney is a conservative 
supporter of civil liberties who replaced a 
liberal Republican neoconservative, Shelley 
Capito, who moved up to the U.S. Senate. 


lance, charging during the campaign that 
“the websites we visit are monitored, 
Homeland Security tracks our cell phone 
movements, our tweets are monitored by 
the FBI, our emails are being read and 
stored, and the NSA can secretly wiretap 
our calls. Things we never thought could 
happen here in the land of the free. I will 
work to reclaim those liberties that have 
been taken away from us.” Blum will re- 
place Democratic Representative Bruce 
Braley (Freedom Index: 19 percent), who 
lost the U.S. Senate election to Republi- 
can Joni Ernst. 

Likewise, newly elected Representa- 
tive Alex Mooney of West Virginia — 
who had been endorsed by Ron Paul — 
noted that “our government has a duty to 
protect its citizens from foreign threats, 
but that it can and must do so without sac- 
rificing our fundamental civil liberties. 
I am deeply troubled by the expansive 
overreaching of the NSA’s surveillance 
program and recent revelations about 
the program’s many abuses. I will fight 
to make sure our government does not 
overstep its constitutional bounds in the 
process of fighting terrorism and protect- 
ing our country.” Mooney will replace 
liberal Republican Shelley Capito, who 
successfully ran for the West Virginia 
U.S. Senate seat. 

Newly elected Bruce Poliquin (R- 
Maine) also shows potential, arguing that 
the “President must secure Congressional 
approval before going to war” and that 
Congress should “investigate NSA surveil- 
lance for 4th Amendment violations.” He 
will replace Democrat Michael Michaud 
(Freedom Index: 27 percent), who unsuc- 
cessfully ran for the Maine governorship. 

Even Representative Michele Bach- 
mann’s (Freedom Index: 80 percent) re- 
placement may prove to be an improve- 


Zach Beauchamp of Vox.com termed Tom Cotton “Rand Paul's worst 


nightmare” with regard to foreign policy and domestic civil liberties. 
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Perhaps the most underreported story of the 2014 election has 


been the utter failure of the establishment effort to destroy Tea Party 


and libertarian-aligned representatives elected during the 2010 


and 2012 cycles. 


ment. The Minnesota Republican — who 
will retire in January — had been a Tea 
Party icon and a solid vote on economic 
issues, but she had also been a leader 
in favor of warrantless surveillance of 
Americans. Bachmann spoke on the 
floor against the Amash amendment, and 
has been bellicose on war issues. Her 
replacement, Tom Emmer, was a conser- 
vative firebrand and a strong backer of 
nullification as a state legislator. Emmer 
has stated that he favors curtailing NSA 
surveillance of Americans. 

Other congressmen that could prove 
to be solid improvements over their re- 
placements include: 

« Mia Love (Utah-4) — the first Re- 
publican African-American woman 
in Congress — will replace Democrat 
Representative Jim Matheson (Freedom 
Index: 36 percent). 

* Gary Palmer (Ala.-6) will replace lib- 
eral Republican Spencer Bachus (Free- 
dom Index: 52 percent). Palmer stresses 
opposition to Common Core: “Once fully 
implemented, common core will allow 
national entities to determine what stu- 
dents are taught at the local level. Com- 
mon Core is the means by which federal 
bureaucrats will exercise inappropriate 
control over local schools.” 

¢ Barry Loudermilk (Ga.-11) will re- 
place Republican Phil Gingrey (Freedom 
Index: 65 percent). Loudermilk had been 
endorsed by FreedomWorks and other 
Tea Party-aligned organizations. 


Election Takeaway 

With the Republicans sweeping to power, 
one might expect a dramatic change in 
governance in Washington. After all, the 
Republican Party is widely perceived as 
the conservative party and the Democrat 
Party as the liberal party. Many voted 
for Republican candidates because they 
believe government has grown too large, 
and they reject the progressive liberalism 
of the Democrat Left. Despite voter back- 
ing of some state referendums in favor 
of raising the minimum wage (Alaska, 
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Arkansas, Illinois, Nebraska, and South 
Dakota), Senator Rand Paul (R-Ky.) was 
largely correct when he boasted on his 
Facebook page, “Today, voters sent a 
message to President Obama and Hillary 
Clinton, rejecting their policies and many 
of their candidates.” 

But the message the voters sent to 
Washington, D.C., might not be acted 
upon nearly to the extent that the Re- 
publican campaign victories and rhetoric 
might suggest, for the simple reason that 
most Republican congressmen — very 
much including the leadership — are 


neoconservatives as opposed to consti- 
tutionalists. In fact, as already indicated, 
the greater GOP congressional influence 
may make the Congress more hawkish. 
It may also increase the likelihood of 
Obama being able to push his trade agen- 
da through Congress, since historically 
establishment Republicans have been 
very supportive of so-called free trade 
agreements such as NAFTA that transfer 
economic and political power to multina- 
tional entities in the name of free trade. 
“T’ve got a lot of members who believe 
that international trade agreements are a 
winner for America and the president and 
I discussed that right before I came over 
here,” said Kentucky Senator Mitch Mc- 
Connell (Freedom Index: 62 percent), 
the likely new Senate majority leader, in 
Louisville the day after the election. “I 
think he’s interested in moving forward. 


Nullification: Americans are increasingly practicing the principles of nullification as James 
Madison and Thomas Jefferson taught, fighting unconstitutional federal laws by voting to have 


their states ignore them. 
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Senator Mitch McConnell: Perhaps it was a combination of being forced to run for reelection while 
pressured by Tea Party influence or his alliance with Rand Paul, but Mitch McConnell voted the best 
in his career in the past two years. The change marks the power of focused voter pressure. 


I said, ‘Send us trade agreements; we’re 
anxious to look at them.’” The agree- 
ments Obama is now negotiating include 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and 
the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP), which would entan- 
gle the United States economically and 
politically with the European Union and 
with Pacific Rim countries. 

On the positive side, the brakes the 
new GOP-controlled Senate will put on 
Obama’s plans to push the federal judi- 
ciary further leftward is very significant. 
According to columnist Thomas Sowell, 
writing one week after the elections, “The 
most important thing that happened last 
week was that the country dodged a bul- 
let. Had the Democrats retained control 
of the Senate, President Obama could 
have spent his last two years in office 
loading the federal judiciary with judges 
who share his contempt for the Constitu- 
tion of the United States.” 

Regarding the highly important fiscal 
and budgetary policies, whatever improve- 
ment takes place will likely be in the form 
of slowing down the projected growth of 
spending based on current law, as opposed 
to actually stopping and then reversing the 
growth. Consider, for example, that the 
“Path to Prosperity” budgets offered by 
House Budget Committee Chairman Paul 
Ryan (Freedom Index: 58 percent) have 
proposed increases in total spending and 
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debt over time, despite the widely accept- 
ed budget-cutting reputation these budget 
proposals have enjoyed. What made the 
Ryan budgets appear “conservative” is 
that they called for less spending and debt 
than the Obama budgets. 

Republicans easily won the bitter gu- 
bernatorial race in Texas between Demo- 
cratic State Senator Wendy Davis — who 
championed abortion in a nationally 
prominent filibuster last year — and the 
state attorney general, Republican Greg 
Abbott. Republicans picked up governor- 
ships in the bluest of blue states — Mas- 
sachusetts, Maryland, and Illinois. Like- 
wise, Republicans took over more state 
legislatures across the nation. 

On most state ballot initiatives, voters 
showed their conservative credentials 
and an inclination to limit the power of 
the federal government. Regarding the 
latter, Americans approved nullification 
of unconstitutional federal laws on mari- 
juana in Oregon and the District of Co- 
lumbia. Even in Florida, where a ballot 
measure failed to legalize marijuana for 
medical purposes, voters nearly reached 
the 60-percent threshold needed for pas- 
sage by a vote of 57-43 in favor of the 
measure. The Tenth Amendment Cen- 
ter’s national communications director, 
Mike Maharrey, stated, “States have es- 
sentially nullified federal laws against 
marijuana. They remain on the books, 


but from a practical standpoint, the feds 
simply can’t enforce their unconstitu- 
tional laws on pot any more. The genie is 
out of the bottle and she’s not going back 
in.” Likewise, Arizona voters approved 
Proposition 122, a measure to stop fed- 
eral seizure of state resources to enforce 
unconstitutional law. 

That voters chose less government 
in November is clear. What’s unclear is 
whether that choice will be undone by the 
intrigues of Washington insiders, lobby- 
ists, and mass media. The partisan GOP 
swing in the U.S. House of Represen- 
tatives could free House Speaker John 
Boehner from the influence of the House 
Liberty Caucus and the Tea Party move- 
ment, as Boehner has more votes to spare 
in his majority with the victories of new 
neoconservatives and Northeastern liber- 
als. This could mean that the influence of 
the modestly expanded constitutionalist- 
leaning caucus led by Justin Amash will 
be diluted. 

“Whether or not this election cycle was 
a victory or not for less government, it is 
obvious by the voting patterns that the 
voters believe so and voted accordingly,” 
John Birch Society CEO Art Thompson 
told THE NEw AMERICAN. “This is a hope- 
ful sign that a substantial portion of the 
electorate are waking up and demanding a 
change back to a more constitutional gov- 
ernment. This sentiment can be used to in- 
fluence incumbents since they all want to 
be reelected. Now is the time to stay close 
to our elected officials, educate them, and 
influence them to do the right thing.” 

Indeed, voter pressure from the Tea 
Party movement has made the liberal 
Republican Senate leader Mitch McCon- 
nell’s voting record the best of his career 
in the past two years. The Kentucky Re- 
publican’s career Freedom Index rating is 
only 62 percent, but he earned a career- 
best 83-percent rating during the most 
recent Congress as he faced reelection 
under pressure from a Tea Party primary. 
Continued voter pressure on Congress 
after the election is perhaps the only way 
to follow through on the gains made by 
the election and ensure a reduction in the 
size and scope of government. And that 
pressure can most effectively be applied 
to members of the House of Representa- 
tives, all of whom must face reelection in 
two years. 
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CULTURE 


The political Left is manipulating language and managing minds. It chooses the terms 
used to debate cultural questions, and the ones it chooses give it an advantage. 


by Selwyn Duke 


wenty-five-hundred years ago, an- 
cient Chinese sage Confucius said 
that the “rectification of names,” 
which refers to designating things as 
what they actually are, should be a top 
priority. His theory was that social dis- 
order is caused by a failure to recognize 
reality, and that dislocation from reality is 
inevitable if, as he put it, labels are “not 
in accordance with the truth of things.” 
We can only imagine how he’d shake 
his head looking at our artful tongues 
today. Of course, much of our language 
manipulation is as obvious as it is silly. At 
one time you were just fired, now you can 
be “downsized” or, even better for break- 
ing it to the wife, “rightsized.” And have 
you heard of a “waste management and 
disposal technician”? That’s a garbage 
man. A “wet leisure assistant” is a life- 
guard. But it’s hard to beat the military’s 
language innovation. An “aerodynamic 
personnel decelerator” is a parachute, a 
“multidirectional impact generator” is 
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a hammer, a “rotatable hexiform com- 
pression unit” is a nut, and “area denial 
munitions” are landmines. But now it’s 
time to accept some “task saturation,” 
which means being busy, and get down 
to the language manipulation that is not 
so obvious, innocuous, or at all a laugh- 
ing matter. 

There is a book entitled The Tyranny 
of Words, authored by Stuart Chase and 
first published in 1938, whose theme is 
that the side that defines the vocabulary 
of a debate, wins the debate. So true. Just 
imagine a German culture and a French 
culture both vying for primacy in the 
same geographical area; if the Germans 
could convince all the French to speak 
German, wouldn’t they have their culture 
war already half won? Now consider: Is 
it any different with our culture war? If in 
our political debates we use the Lexicon 
of the Left, is it surprising if we’re left in 
the dust and our ideals are relegated to the 
dustbin of history? 

Most conservatives would nod in 
agreement, yet most of them also use 


most of our “Newspeak” — referring to 
the language imposed on the dystopian 
society portrayed in the novel 1984 — 
without even knowing it. Oh, there are 
obvious examples of it, such as the me- 
dia’s labeling of pro-abortion advocates 
as “pro-choice” and pro-lifers as “anti- 
abortion.” A group always seems more 
appealing if it’s portrayed positively, as 
“pro” (for) something rather than “anti” 
(against) something. For that matter, we 
could just as easily brand the pro-aborts 
as “anti-life,’ and this would more accu- 
rately, though not perfectly, describe their 
position. After all, if someone completely 
unacquainted with our culture were to 
hear these labels, he could be befuddled. 
Pro-choice? What “choice” is at issue? 
What clothing to wear or what car to 
drive? This brings us to the first lesson 
in language manipulation: When some- 
one uses a euphemism or something that, 
when read literally, doesn’t even begin to 
describe what he is referring to, suspect 
subterfuge. 

Another obvious example is when the 
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media will characterize conservative enti- 
ties as “arch-conservative” or “far-right” 
while treating those correspondingly far 
to the left as the default. This is frequent- 
ly done with the supposedly “far-right” 
National Front Party in France, whereas 
Barack Obama is never described as an 
arch-liberal. But what of the language 
manipulation flying under the radar? Just 
as Cicero warned of the traitor who “ap- 
pears not a traitor” being more dangerous 
than a barbarian who “wears his banners 
openly,” that is the spy inside the gate. 


“Gender” Versus “Sex” 

“The next great heresy,” predicted G.K. 
Chesterton in 1926, “is going to be 
simply an attack on morality; and es- 
pecially on sexual morality.” And so it 
has come to pass. Most all our major 
hot-button issues — abortion, contracep- 
tion mandates, faux marriage, the “war 
on women,” homosexual “rights,” etc. — 
concern sexuality. Thus is it not surpris- 
ing that this heresy has a lexicon. As to 
this, I give you Exhibit A. 

I’m old enough to remember when only 
words had gender and people had sex; now 
people have “gender” and the wrong type 
of sex, and words are insufficient. In older 
dictionaries, “gender” is always defined 
as in my seventh printing, 1975 American 
Heritage School Dictionary, which states, 
“Tn grammar, one of a number of categories, 
such as masculine, feminine, and neuter, 
into which words are divided.” It says noth- 
ing about people — for the term had rarely 
been applied to people. And many will say 
this changed because the term “sex” in- 
creasingly took on erotic qualities, and this 
is part of the reason. Yet there is another. 

Today, the following, as presented at 
OxfordDictionaries.com, is the standard 
definition of gender: “1 The state of being 
male or female (typically used with ref- 
erence to social and cultural differences 
rather than biological ones).” (Emphasis 
added.) To be more precise, “gender” in 
this sense refers to your perception of 
what you are, which is why psycholo- 
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Encouraging an aberration: Coy Mathis, shown at six years of age, is one of a growing number 
of children allowed to choose their own “gender.” Mathis is a boy, but family, journalists, and 
others treat him as if he really were a girl. Would they act similarly if he believed he was a king? 


gists could define a disorder — or, as 
some would say, a “preference” — called 
“gender dysphoria,” which is the power- 
ful feeling that you’re an individual of 
one sex stuck in the body of the other. 
This usage of “gender” was “first attested 
in 1963,” the Online Etymology Diction- 
ary tells us, and was actually originated 
by psychologist and sexologist Dr. John 
Money in 1955. 

Why did Money need a new usage? 
Because he conjured up something called 
“gender neutrality theory,” which is the 
notion that the only differences between 
the sexes were the physical ones, that 
everything else — boyish curiosity and 
rambunctiousness, for instance — was 
solely a function of social conditioning. 
Following from this is that if you surgi- 
cally altered a boy at birth to appear fe- 
male, and he believed he was a girl and 
was raised as one, he’d exhibit feminine 
behavior and be perfectly happy. 

It didn’t quite work out that way, 
though, when Money finally had a chance 
to put his money, and someone else’s body 
and life, where his mouth was. The hap- 
less victim was Canadian David Reimer 


Just imagine if you had a German culture and a French culture both 


vying for primacy in the same geographical area; if the Germans 


could convince all the French to speak German, wouldn't they have 


their culture war already halt won? 
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(originally named Bruce), who, after being 
genitally mutilated beyond repair during 
a botched cauterization circumcision, 
was raised as a girl named “Brenda.” Yet 
even though David didn’t know his true 
sex, he was never happy as a girl; he ap- 
peared to be a tomboy to end all tomboys, 
with his twin brother remarking that there 
was never anything, in the least, feminine 
about “Brenda.” Upon being told the truth, 
David began living as his actual sex at 15, 
but the damage had been done. Never 
happy, he committed suicide at age 38. 

But “gender” lives on. After brain 
studies and other advanced research in 
the 1990s showed conclusively that the 
sexes are different from the skin to deep 
in, “gender neutrality” went out the win- 
dow and in flew, on its broom, “gender 
identity” theory. Where once the deep 
thinkers embraced the notion that your 
“gender” was a function of society’s 
whim, now they say it can be a function 
of your own — your “perception.” And 
the term “gender” is the lexical Trojan 
horse that facilitates this. After all, if you 
want to normalize something, it helps to 
classify it with that which is normal. As 
to this, consider what Betty Birner at the 
Linguistic Society of America wrote in 
“Does the Language I Speak Influence 
the Way I Think?”: 


[Language] can affect how we put 
things into groups. One of the jobs 
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of a child learning language is to fig- 
ure out which things are called by 
the same word. After learning that 
the family’s St. Bernard is a dog, the 
child may see a cow and say dog, 
thinking that the two things count 
as the same. Or the child may not 
realize that the neighbor’s chihuahua 
[sic] also counts as a dog. The child 
has to learn what range of objects is 
covered by the word dog. We learn 
to group things that are similar and 
give them the same label, but what 
counts as being similar enough to 
fall under a single label may vary 
from language to language. 


And what of our new language, Left- 
speak? What things are children being 
told are in the group relevant here? We 
know what “range of objects is covered” 
by the word “sex.” 

But the word “gender”? 

Facebook now offers users a list of 58 
“gender” options to choose from, includ- 
ing “Androgyne,” “Bigender,” “Neutrois,” 
and “Trans Male.” Could you imagine this 
happening with “sex,” trying to convince 
people that “Pangender,” “Transmascu- 
line,” and “Two-Spirit” are three more 
sexes? It’s already cemented in people’s 
minds that there are only two of them. But 
“gender” is the perfect word, with its earli- 
est meanings being, OxfordDictionaries. 
com also informs, “‘kind, sort, genus’ and 
‘type or class of noun, etc.’ (which was 
also a sense of Latin genus).” Note, too, 
that “generic” is derived from “genus” 
and originally meant “belonging to a large 
group of objects.” So you apply “gender” 
to the noun known as a person and ask, 
“What type in this large group are you?” 
And it’s whatever works for you. 

And how has this caught on? Consider 
an August USA Today piece stating “she 
wants her story told,” referring to a New 
Jersey 13-year-old the paper identifies as 
Rachel Pepe. But here is the real story: 
“Rachel” is actually a boy whose legal 
name is Brian. 

He attended school last year as Brian, 
but now has decided to change his “gen- 
der.” There has been no hormone treat- 
ment, nor that misnamed “gender-re- 
assignment surgery,” and the youth has 
male genitalia. Yet the paper refers to him 
using feminine pronouns, allowing his 
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perception of himself — not the objec- 
tive reality of what his sex is — to govern 
their editorial standards. And note that 
this is so common now in the media that 
a reader could easily be confused about a 
subject’s actual sex. I can only wonder if 
the press will be consistent and refer to a 
98-pound anorexic girl as fat. 

Of course, the scores of new “genders” 
are a relatively recent phenomenon, and 
they continually metastasize (their only 
limit is that of imagination). The ini- 
tial wind beneath the “gender” agenda’s 
wings, however, was likely the desire to 
normalize homosexuality. As to this, know 
that when the organizers of the Fourth 
World Conference on Women in Beijing in 
1995 initially sought to define what could 
constitute a family, they stated that it could 
comprise up to five “genders” with “ho- 
mosexual” being one (the language was 
stricken owing to Vatican lobbying). But 
whatever the case — whether it’s “gender 
neutrality” or “gender identity,’ whether 
determined by the group or the individual 
— the commonality is that man, as op- 
posed to God, is the measure. The rule 
here is simple: People don’t have gender 
any more than words have sex. 


Inflation Versus Rising Prices 


After telling us about “inflation’s” origin 
— that it’s from the “mid-14c., swelling 


we 
\ 


caused by gathering of ‘wind’ in the body; 
flatulence” — the Online Etymology Dic- 
tionary goes on to write, “Monetary sense 
of ‘enlargement of prices’ (originally by 
an increase in the amount of money in 
circulation) first recorded 1838 in Amer- 
ican English.” But why did this lexical 
evolution from focus on money supply to 
focus on prices take place? Is it possible 
that political gasbags have been blowing 
hot air? George Mason University eco- 
nomics professor Dr. Walter Williams 
explored the matter in his 2009 article 
“Inflation and Deficits”: 


With the massive increases in fed- 
eral spending, inflation is one of the 
risks that awaits us. To protect us 
from the political demagoguery that 
will accompany that inflation, let’s 
now decide what is and what is not 
inflation. One price or several prices 
rising is not inflation. Increases in 
money supply are what constitute 
inflation, and a general rise in prices 
is the symptom. As the late Nobel 
Laureate Professor Milton Friedman 
said, “(I)nflation is always and ev- 
erywhere a monetary phenomenon, 
in the sense that it cannot occur 
without a more rapid increase in the 
quantity of money than in output.” 
Thinking of inflation as rising 


The conflation of inflation and rising prices: “Inflation” originally referred to an increase in the 
money supply that causes rising prices. Now it’s viewed as synonymous with rising prices, thus 
obscuring government’s role in price increases. 
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prices permits politicians to deceive 
us and escape culpability. They shift 
the blame saying that inflation is 
caused by greedy businessmen, ra- 
pacious unions or Arab sheiks. In- 
stead, it is increases in the money 
supply that cause inflation, and 
who is in charge of the money sup- 
ply? It’s the government operating 
through the Federal Reserve Bank 
and the U.S. Treasury. 


A gathering of wind, indeed. 


African-American Versus Black 

Many terms have been used to refer to 
black people over the years. And while 
some were originally pejorative and 
others became viewed as such, they all 
shared a commonality: They referred 
only to racial category. “African-Amer- 
ican,” however, references geographical 
area of origin, thus shifting focus away 
from our land and toward a different one; 
it divides blacks’ descriptive with a hy- 
phen as it divides them from their nation, 
with what value there is in their descrip- 
tive lying “in the prefix, not in the suf- 
fix,” as pundit Richard Fernandez put it. 
This will only serve to further alienate 
blacks from the rest of America. 

This also harks back to the first lan- 
guage-manipulation lesson, as the term 
African-American is very imprecise 
when read literally. Is an Afrikaner or 
Arab North African who has immigrated 
to our nation and been naturalized an 
“African-American”? You would think 
that adding a hyphen, a word, and six 
syllables to a group’s description should 
make it more accurate, not less. 


Democracy Versus Republic 

In an episode of All in the Family, iconic, 
language-mangling TV curmudgeon Ar- 
chie Bunker, while singing America’s 
praises, exclaims that we go around the 
world making every place “safe from 
democracy.” Created by leftist Norman 
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Lear, the show was no doubt taking a 
cynical swipe at our nation, the idea 
being that we undermine democracy. 

Well, we should. 

In Federalist, No. 10, James Madi- 
son, father of the Constitution, wrote that 
under democracy, “Measures are too often 
decided, not according to the rules of jus- 
tice and the rights of the minor party, but 
by the superior force of an interested and 
overbearing majority.” He further warned, 
“Democracies have ever been spectacles of 
turbulence and contention; have ever been 
found incompatible with personal security 
or the rights of property; and have in general 
been as short in their lives as they have been 
violent in their deaths.” A true democracy 
is but glorified mob rule, where whatever 
the people want and vote for at the moment 
they get, no matter how arbitrary or capri- 
cious it might be. In contrast, the Founding 
Fathers gave us a constitutional republic — 
a government of law — with a balance of 
powers, in which our Constitution and our 
representatives (who are enjoined to uphold 
the Constitution) are meant to serve as a 
firewall against the mob. 


Of course, “democracy” has also become 
a catchall term for any government with a 
popular vote, but the reality is that, as Dr. 
Williams once lamented, “Today’s Ameri- 
cans think Congress has the constitutional 
authority to do anything upon which they 
can get a majority vote.” And this is more 
likely to happen when talk of democracy 
results in having too many democrats and 
not enough republicans — note the small- 
case letters, since I am not referring to the 
political parties but political beliefs. 


Tolerance 

If someone proudly tells you that he is 
tolerant of homosexuals, the correct re- 
sponse is, “Oh, so you consider them a 
negative force.” Tolerance always implies 
a negative: You wouldn’t be tolerant of a 
delectable meal or a beautiful car, but you 
would have to tolerate bad weather or a 
stubborn flu. And what of objectively bad 
things that can be remedied? Read what 
late Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen said about 
this matter as a monsignor in 1931: 


America, it is said, is suffering from 
intolerance — it is not. It is suffer- 
ing from tolerance. Tolerance of 
right and wrong, truth and error, vir- 
tue and evil, Christ and chaos. Our 
country is not nearly so overrun with 
the bigoted as it is overrun with the 
broadminded.... Tolerance does not 
apply to truth or principles. About 


Inconsistent: Are leftists such as Annise Parker, who tried to quell free speech in Houston by 
subpoenaing pastors’ sermons about homosexuality, wrong to not show others the tolerance the 
Left demands? Or is it that the wider society, confused about “tolerance,” is wrong not to treat 


leftists the way leftists treat others? 
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Forget “values” — we need morals: Saying society needs values is akin to saying it needs 


ideology; neither is necessarily good by definition. The Nazis had both ideology and values. 


these things we must be intolerant, 
and for this kind of intolerance, so 
much needed to rouse us from senti- 
mental gush, I make a plea. Intoler- 
ance of this kind is the foundation of 
all stability. 


“An Atheistic Literary Style” and 
Values Versus Virtues 

It’s not surprising that the age’s spirit 
would be reflected in its language. Thus 
in our secular age, we don’t speak of sin 
but “dysfunction,” of moral failings but 
“disorders,” and of principles but “per- 
spectives.” (Psychology still bears its 
name, however, even though it’s a Greek 
word meaning “study of the soul” and has 
practitioners claiming to have disproved 
the soul’s existence.) But atheistic lan- 
guage is nothing new, which is why G.K. 
Chesterton had the following to say about 
it in the December 7, 1912 edition of the 
Illustrated London News: 


AN INTERESTING ESSAY might 
be written on the possession of an 
atheistic literary style. There is such a 
thing. The mark of it is that wherever 
anything is named or described, such 
words are chosen as suggest that the 
thing has not got a soul in it. Thus they 
will not talk of love or passion, which 
imply a purpose and a desire. They 
talk of the “relations” of the sexes, 
as if they were simply related to each 
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other in a certain way, like a chair and 
a table. Thus they will not talk of the 
waging of war (which implies a will), 
but of the outbreak of war — as if it 
were a sort of boil. Thus they will not 
talk of masters paying more or less 
wages, which faintly suggests some 
moral responsibility in the masters: 
they will talk of the rise and fall of 
wages, as if the thing were automatic, 
like the tides of the sea. Thus they will 
not call progress an attempt to im- 
prove, but a tendency to improve. And 
thus, above all, they will not call the 
sympathy between oppressed nations 
sympathy; they will call it solidarity. 
For that suggests brick and coke, and 
clay and mud, and all the things they 
are fond of. 


Moderns are also fond of the term “val- 
ues,” as if they’re talking not about 
people but polynomials; corresponding 
to this is that they avoid “virtues” (both 
in talk and, too often, in practice). Yet 
forgotten is that the great men of Chris- 
tendom, through the Founding Fathers, 
spoke of virtue frequently. Oh, how times 
have changed. As George F. Will wrote 
in his 2000 piece “Forget Values, Let’s 
Talk Virtues”: 


Time was, “value” was used mostly 
as a verb, meaning to esteem. It also 
was a singular noun, as in “the value 
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of the currency.” In today’s politics, 
it is primarily a plural noun, denot- 
ing beliefs or attitudes. And Fried- 
rich Nietzsche’s nihilistic intention 
— the de-moralization of society — 
is advanced when the word “values” 
supplants “virtues” in political and 
ethical discourse. When we move 
beyond talk about good and evil, 
when the language of virtue and vice 
is “transcended,” we are left with the 
thin gruel of values-talk. 

How very democratic values-talk 
is: Unlike virtues, everyone has lots 
of values, as many as they choose. 
Hitler had scads of values. George 
Washington had virtues. Who among 
those who knew him would have 
spoken of Washington’s “values”? 


Nor would we say, devaluing a well- 
known Benjamin Franklin saying, “Only 
a ‘valuous’ people are capable of free- 
dom.” We would not say this, and it is not 
a word, because everyone is “valuous.” 
Thus, a statement such as “We need to 
have values” is a non sequitur; it is much 
like, when admonishing a child about 
having a fresh mouth, saying that he has 
to have “words.” 

The point is that whereas virtue is de- 
fined as “good moral habits” with “good” 
having a basis in Absolute Truth, “val- 
ues” generally refers to products of man 
— in essence, his preferences. And the 
tule here is simple: All morals are valu- 
able but not all values are moral. 

Of course, there is a lot of opportunity 
for mischief with English’s million-plus 
words, but here is another small portion 
of the Lexicon of the Left: 

¢ “Gay marriage” and “Heterosexual 
Marriage” — do you believe that mar- 
riage is defined as “the union of a man and 
woman in Holy Matrimony’? Then don’t 
use the term “gay marriage,” as this im- 
plies that such an institution exists. And if 
it exists, and if it really is marriage, maybe, 
just perhaps, there is a right to it, Mr. Mil- 
lennial may conclude. Likewise, the term 
“heterosexual marriage” — which I’ve 
heard used by certain pundits — implies 
“gay marriage’s” existence. For what is 
the other side of its coin? 

¢ Underprivileged or Disadvantaged 
instead of Poor — this is another example 
of multiplying syllables and muddying 
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Power play: The side that defines the vocabulary of 
a debate wins the debate. You can’t win the culture 
tomorrow if you lose control of the language today. 


waters. “Poor” merely describes finan- 
cial state, without any implication about 
cause. If someone is “underprivileged,” 
however, it implies that others are privi- 
leged, or maybe even over-privileged. 
And since “privilege” generally refers to 
special rights granted, it follows that the 
grantors can redistribute those rights to 
achieve parity of privilege. The same ap- 
plies to disadvantaged, of course. Some 
must then be advantaged, and we’ve got 
to do something about that. 

* Inclusive Language — I don’t think 
too many things degrade prose like the ob- 
session with writing “he or she” and “his 
or her’; it’s the transforming of a pronoun 
into an amateur-noun. Just as bad is when 
people content themselves with using 
“they” when a singular form is warranted. 
And note here that the language engineers 
never couple this obsession with an effort 
to stop the labeling of cherished quali- 
ties or objects, such as wisdom or ships, 
as “she.” (Similarly, people who propose 
that God might be a “she” never suggest 
the Devil might be, too.) 

Then, I heard years ago that at my 
nephew’s school they were calling Frosty 
and the rest of his race “snowpeople.” 
Perhaps, since their color is a foregone 
conclusion, making them something 
other than white males is the only way 
they have a chance at a fair shake. None- 
theless, I see where this is going. Further 
down the rabbit hole, in about 10 years, 
they’ ll have the kids singing, “Frosty the 
snowperson, was a San Francisco soul, 
With a legal bong and a cokehead nose, 
and a ‘gender’ we don’t know.” 

¢ “Racism,” Homophobia, and various 
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other “isms” — there is a definition of 
“racism” stating that only whites can be 
“racist” because being so requires power. 
It’s born of ideological convenience, of 
course, but why fight it? The Left origi- 
nated the term, so let them have it all to 
themselves. And the same goes for “sex- 
ism,” “ageism,” homophobia, and what- 
ever else the language engineers conjure 
up. Remember, “bigotry” and “preju- 
dice” are all you need to describe the 
varied manifestations of leftist thought- 
feeling. 

Having said all this, there is some 
good news about language manipula- 
tion: Not everyone “gets the memo.” 
Many a man on the street now consid- 
ers “gender” a synonym for “sex.” An- 
other good example is the word “gay,” 
which transitioned from mainly mean- 
ing “happy” to “homosexual” and now 
means that parents no longer use it as 
a name for sons (e.g., late golfer Gay 
Brewer). While it’s still the preferred 
term for homosexuals and certainly is a 
euphemism, it also has become a school- 
yard taunt: “You’re so gay!” 

Yet it’s a mixed bag. While the words 
are to an extent redefined in people’s 
minds, so is people’s grasp of reality to 
an extent redefined by the words. And 
insofar as this goes, why follow the lead 
of Marxist media types, politically cor- 
rect professors, and agitating activists? 
Remember, the side that defines the vo- 
cabulary of the debate, wins the debate. 
And the side defining it in our culture war 
isn’t on America’s side. Don’t let them 
twist your words before they even come 
out of your mouth. Hf 
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SCALIA, 


Even as Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia has insisted that judges must use an 
originalist view of the Constitution to protect rights, he has also interpreted the Constitution. 


by Jack Kenny 


Scalia: A Court of One, by Bruce Allen 
Murphy, New York: Simon & Schuster, 
644 pages, hardcover. 


GG T he only good Constitution is a 

dead Constitution,” Supreme 

Court Justice Antonin Scalia 
has said, meaning the powers of the vari- 
ous branches of the federal government 
are fixed by the words and phrases of the 
document itself, according to the general 
understanding of them at the time they 
were written and ratified. The document 
itself leaves within those fixed parameters 
ample opportunity for change by voters 
and their legislators, while also permitting 
changes to the charter itself through an 
amendment process the Founders inten- 
tionally made difficult. 

“Tt certainly cannot be said that a con- 
stitution naturally suggests change; to the 
contrary, its whole purpose is to prevent 
change — to embed certain rights in such 
a manner that future generations can- 
not readily take them away,” Scalia has 
said. In his 28 years on the nation’s high- 
est tribunal, Scalia has sometimes been 
inconsistent in applying his doctrine of 
“originalism” as the key to interpreting 
the Constitution, as author Bruce Allen 
Murphy shows with a generous sampling 
of Scalia’s mostly dissenting opinions 
in Scalia: A Court of One. But his main 
point is, as the title suggests, that Sca- 
lia, by the fierceness of his advocacy and 
the withering scorn he has often aimed 
at opinions of his colleagues, “helped to 
drive the centrist judges away from the 
conservative bloc, potentially costing the 
[former Chief Justice William] Rehnquist 
conservatives control of the court on 
other key issues.” 

Educated in the 1950s by Jesuits at 
Xavier High School in New York and 
Georgetown University in Washington, 
D.C., Scalia excelled at those institu- 
tions, as well as at Harvard Law School, 
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where he was an editor of the prestigious 
Harvard Law Review. He spent a few 
years in private practice and in teach- 
ing positions before joining the Gerald 
Ford administration as head of the presi- 
dent’s Office of Legal Counsel. There 
he worked with Ford’s chief of staff 
Donald Rumsfeld and deputy chief Dick 
Cheney in defending the president’s 
“executive privilege” against demands 
for White House communications, in- 
cluding a request by consumer advocate 
Ralph Nader for all communications 
between Ford and the scandal-plagued 
Nixon concerning the pardon Nixon was 
granted by his successor following his 
resignation as president. 

In 1982, Scalia was appointed to the 
Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Washington, D.C., widely regarded as the 
“bullpen” from which President Reagan 
would likely find his next Supreme Court 
nominee. That opportunity came in 1986 
with the retirement of Chief Justice War- 
ren Burger. Reagan, with Senate approv- 
al, promoted Justice William Rehnquist 
to the chief’s position and named Scalia 
as the new associate justice. Scalia had 
both the powerful intellect and the con- 
servative judicial outlook to appeal to 
the Reagan team and, at age 50, he was 
young enough to have a lasting tenure 
and influence on the court. 

Scalia insisted the judge’s job is to up- 
hold the liberties in the Bill of Rights, but 
not to find new rights never discovered, 
nor likely imagined, by the Framers or 
ratifiers of the Constitution — the alleged 
right of minors to be exempt from the 
death penalty, for example, or the right to 
engage in sodomy, or the right to abortion 
declared in the 1973 Roe v. Wade deci- 
sion. “It’s not up to the courts to invent 
new minorities that get special protec- 
tions,” he said, nor does the Constitution 
require states to honor liberties “unde- 
fined and unbounded.” The ever conten- 
tious and controversial issue of abortion, 
Scalia wrote in one of his dissents, should 
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SCALIA 


A Court oF ONE 


Bruce Allen Murphy 


be left with the people, “where the Con- 
stitution by its silence on the subject left 
it — and let them decide, State by State, 
whether the practice should be allowed.” 

The author shows Scalia as a defender 
of Fourth Amendment protections, con- 
curring, for example, in court decisions 
that a policeman bringing a drug-sniffing 
dog to the door of a home to detect drugs 
before getting a search warrant violated 
the amendment, and that the warrant- 
less attachment of a tracking device to 
the rear bumper of a suspect’s car was 
also an unconstitutional search. On First 
Amendment issues, he issued a strongly 
worded dissent from a ruling that the re- 
citation of a nondenominational prayer at 
a public high-school graduation violates 
the amendment’s clause regarding the 
“establishment of religion.” He surprised 
some conservatives when he joined the 
court majority in the 1989 ruling in Texas 
v. Johnson, holding that flag burning is 
constitutionally protected “expressive 
conduct.” Yet he dissented when the court 
overturned the conviction of a woman 
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for violating Ohio’s ban on distributing 
anonymous campaign literature. Scalia 
claimed to find inadequate reason to be- 
lieve that “those of the society that begat 
the First and Fourteenth Amendment” 
recognized a right to anonymity in elec- 
tioneering. As Murphy noted, “Scalia’s 
position was curious for an originalist, 
given the anonymous political essays by 
the authors of the Federalist and Anti- 
Federalist papers.” 

There have been other departures by 
Scalia from his “original meaning” doc- 
trine, perhaps none more stunning than 
his concurrence in the 2005 ruling in 
Gonzales v. Raich that growing marijuana 
on a private residence for home consump- 
tion could be punishable under federal 
law by the authority granted Congress 
to regulate interstate commerce. The de- 
fendants had received permits from the 
state of California to grow the plants for 
medicinal use, and it was not alleged they 
were selling the product anywhere. Scalia 
cited as precedent the court’s 1942 Wick- 
ard v. Filburn decision that a man grow- 
ing excess wheat to feed the livestock 
on his own farm could be penalized for 
indirectly affecting the price of wheat 
in interstate markets. Justice Clarence 
Thomas protested in his Raich dissent 
that if “Congress can regulate this under 
the Commerce Clause, then it can regu- 
late virtually anything,” including “quilt- 
ing bees, clothing drives and potluck sup- 
pers throughout the 50 states.” 

Murphy suggests a plausible theory 
about Scalia’s tossing of states’ rights to 
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the wind. Rehnquist’s deteriorating condi- 
tion had been obvious for some time, sug- 
gesting a new chief justice would soon be 
needed. Perhaps by accommodating the 
“war on drugs,” favored by the president 
and Congress, Scalia thought he would 
enhance his chances for nomination and 
confirmation as chief justice. If that was 
his motive, it was thwarted by President 
George W. Bush’s choice of Judge John 
Roberts as the next chief justice. 

Scalia has inspired frequent calls for 
his recusal, most memorably when he re- 
fused to recuse himself from judging a 
legal challenge aimed at Vice President 
Dick Cheney after it was learned that the 
judge had accompanied his old friend 
from the Ford administration on a duck 
hunting trip in Louisiana while the case 
was on the Supreme Court docket. The 
suit brought by citizens’ groups, includ- 
ing Judicial Watch and the Sierra Club, 
demanded release of the membership 
roster and records of the vice president’s 
National Energy Policy Development 
Group. Cheney refused and Scalia par- 
ticipated in the ruling, a 7-2 decision in 
favor of the vice president’s claim of “ex- 
ecutive privilege.” 

Scalia continued to carry his dissents 
from the Supreme Court to the court of 
public opinion after his colleagues, in 
Lawrence vy. Texas, ruled that laws ban- 
ning homosexual relations among con- 
senting adults are unconstitutional. In 
a speech to the Intercollegiate Studies 
Institute, Scalia declared the six-justice 
majority “held to be a constitutional right 


what had been a criminal offense at the 
time of the founding and for nearly 200 
years thereafter.” In the same address, 
Scalia again made his case against the 
“living Constitution”: 


Most of today’s experts on the Con- 
stitution think the document written 
in Philadelphia in 1787 was simply 
an early attempt at the construction 
of what is called a liberal political 
order.... All that the person inter- 
preting or applying that document 
has to do is to read up on the latest 
academic understanding of liberal 
political theory and interpolate those 
constitutional understandings into the 
constitutional text. 


Murphy makes clear he is not persuaded 
by Scalia’s doctrine of “original mean- 
ing” and cites a number of arguments 
against it. The Framers themselves were 
often at odds over what various clauses of 
the document meant, some of which, like 
“cruel and unusual punishment,” were 
left intentionally vague. The judges are 
free to go selectively through history’s 
“grab bag” to produce “law office his- 
tory,” citing only those statements and 
records that support the outcome they 
favor. Scalia, while conceding “the his- 
torical evidence is sometimes indetermi- 
nate or subject to competing interpreta- 
tion,” argues nonetheless that “it is not 
infinitely malleable.” If ideological judg- 
ing is the malady, he said in a speech at 
Harvard Law School, “the use of history 
is far closer to being the cure than it is to 
being the disease.” 

What is sometimes called the “dead 
Constitution” is really the enduring Con- 
stitution, Scalia argues, designed to out- 
live the intellectual fads and fashions of 
succeeding generations. His own legacy is 
less certain. It may be, he has suggested, 
he will be remembered only as an “old 
fogey,” always on “the losing side.” Or 
perhaps, writes Murphy, Scalia, now 78, 
has influenced, through his writings and 
speeches, a significant number of future 
judges and legal scholars. “And whether 
he is still around to see it or not, through 
them his originalism will be resurrected 
— will come again — and he, and it, will 
endure forever. 

“Or perhaps not.” 
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Turn Bad Into Good 


Annika Horn was in her Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, apartment on September 
6 when an intruder entered and brutal- 
ly attacked her. She was stabbed more 
than 20 times but managed to live. She 
has since then undergone a number of 
surgeries to treat her injuries, and will 
continue to require specialized medical 
care. As can be expected, Horn’s medi- 
cal bills are astronomical and continue 
to accumulate. 

Enter a generous community. 

Lancaster Online reported that mem- 
bers of Horn’s community have rallied 
in the weeks following the attack to raise 
money to assist her through this difficult 
time. They have raised over $70,000 for 
Horn through various endeavors, includ- 
ing a GoFundMe account that has se- 
cured 930 donations totaling more than 
$50,000. Donations flooded in from all 
over the world, including Canada and 
England. 

Horm’s friend Dan McCullough helped 
organize much of the fundraising. “We have 
an opportunity here to take something really 
ugly and turn it into something that shows 
the strength of the community,” said Mc- 
Cullough, who set up the GoFundMe.com 
site. “The way the Lancaster Community 
has come together, everyone has shown that 
Lancaster is an amazing place to be.” 

McCullough noted that the amount of 
money raised is “flabbergasting” and has 
far surpassed anything he would have 
expected. According to the GoFundMe 
page, the initial goal was $20,000, and 
when that was reached, the organizers 
increased the goal to $50,000. “If we can 
use this to make sure she’s taken care 
of and doesn’t have to work until she’s 
happy and somewhere safe, I think we’ve 
all done a really good thing as a commu- 
nity,” McCullough said. 

In addition to the money raised on Go- 
FundMe, a fundraiser at Quips Pub in Lan- 
caster, one of Horn’s favorites, brought in 
$18,000. 

Horn’s supporters did not stop there. 
They hosted a silent auction and raffle 
fundraiser on October 12 at Aussie and 
The Fox, the restaurant at which Horn 
has been a server and barista for a year. 
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All proceeds from the evening went to the 
Annika Joy Horn trust fund, said Horn’s 
friend Liz Schein, who also works at the 
restaurant. 

Another fundraising event is scheduled 
to take place on December 5 at Tellus360, 
where one of Annika’s favorite bands, As- 
semblage 23, has offered to perform. 

According to Horn’s GoFundMe page, 
the incredible generosity has proven that 
despite the ugliness in the world, there 
remains so much more goodness. “Our 
community has proven itself so much 
stronger than this random act of senseless 
violence,” the page observes. 


Super Teacher 


The tragic shooting in the Marysville- 
Pilchuck High School on October 24 in 
Washington state came to an end because 
of the intervention of a heroic first-year 
teacher. 

Jaylen Fryberg, a popular student at 
the high school, shocked his classmates 
when he unleashed gunfire in the school 
cafeteria, killing two female students 
and wounding three others before being 
stopped. 

Megan Silberberger, a first-year teacher 
at the school, heard the gunshots from a 
nearby office and immediately ran into the 
cafeteria. 

Randy Davis, president of the Marys- 
ville Education Association, stated that 
she “ran towards the shooter to stop ... 
and help secure him.” 

Davis did not want to detail her con- 
frontation with the shooter, but a student- 
witness described the confrontation, call- 
ing her a “real hero.” “She just grabbed his 
arm,” said Erick Cervantes. “She’s the one 
that intercepted him with the gun. He tried 
either reloading or tried aiming at her. She 
tried moving his hand away and he tried 
shooting and shot himself in the neck,” 
Cervantes told KIRO. That shot, which 
could have wounded or killed Silberberg- 
er, instead ended Fryberg’s life. 

Davis described Silberberger as “your 
classic first-year teacher with high enthu- 
siasm, a lot of passion for what she does.” 

According to USA Today, detectives con- 
firmed that a cafeteria worker also attempt- 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


ed to intervene in the attack, but provided 
no other details about the worker’s actions. 

It is not entirely clear what led Fryberg to 
go on a shooting rampage, though there is 
some belief that it was sparked by a break- 
up with a girl, based on some of his final 
social media posts. His last message on his 
Twitter account the day before the shooting 
read, “It won’t last ... it will never last.” 

Students at Marysville-Pilchuck High 
School have been offered grief counseling, 
and school was closed for the entire week 
of October 27. 


Foul Explosion 


Kilee Brookbank, 16, was seriously in- 
jured in a house explosion that destroyed 
her family’s home on November 10, but 
her local community in Georgetown, 
Ohio, is doing what it can to help. 

While Kilee is being treated for serious 
injuries at Shriner’s Hospital, her class- 
mates at Ripley High School are plan- 
ning several fundraisers. WCPO reported, 
“Community members are also stepping 
up, offering houses for the family to live 
in for the next few months.” 

Kilee reportedly had smelled a foul odor 
in her home that prompted her to light a 
candle. An explosion erupted, causing a 
fire that ultimately destroyed the family’s 
ranch house. Art Owens of the George- 
town Fire Department believes that a leak- 
ing propane tank caused the odor. 

“She’s very lucky. I could not even put 
it into words how lucky she is,” Owens 
said. “She really was in a situation there 
where she could have easily lost her life.” 

Word of the devastation spread through 
the community quickly, and residents im- 
mediately reached out to help. Kilee’s 
classmates will be conducting fundraisers 
like “Buckets for Brookbank,” a founda- 
tion basketball game, and “Kisses for 
Kilee,” where money is donated for choc- 
olate kisses. 

Kilee’s friends have also put together a 
social media campaign to reach out to Jus- 
tin Bieber because Kilee is a big fan of his. 

Kilee can rest easy during her recupera- 
tion knowing her classmates are rallying 
for her. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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Contrary to popular myth, the legendary tycoon did not 
try to “corner” the silver market; he and his brother were 
the main victims in one of the biggest swindles in history. 


by William F. Jasper 


66 elson Bunker Hunt, oil for- 
N= heir whose bid to corner 

the silver market led to ruin, 

dies.” So ran the headline of the Asso- 
ciated Press report, as it appeared in the 
U.S. News & World Report online edi- 
tion for October 22. Similar headlines 
accompanied many other obituaries of 
the famous Texas investor/entrepreneur, 
and if the “tried to corner the silver mar- 
ket” charge didn’t appear in the title, it 
was often in the opening sentence. Hunt, 
a political conservative, was fated to be 
tagged with that epitaph by hostile Wall 
Street forces and the liberal-left media 
for the past three-decades-plus of his 
life. However, there is little evidence to 
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support the “corner the market” narrative, 
regardless of the myriad of times it has 
been reported as “fact.” 

During the 1970s, his savvy invest- 
ments in oil, sugar, commodities, real es- 
tate — and especially silver — made him 
one of the wealthiest individuals on the 
planet. Because of his independence and 
his outspoken opposition to the Federal 
Reserve System and the ruinous policies 
of the federal government that were de- 
stroying the value of the dollar, he be- 
came a marked man. Political and finan- 
cial insiders repeatedly changed the rules 
of the game on commodities trading and 
put the squeeze on him (along with his 
brother and investment partner Herbert 
Hunt) and then perpetuated the lie that 
the Hunt brothers had been “squeezing” 


unker Hunt 


and the Scheme “to Corner the Silver Market” 


Silver bull: Nelson Bunker Hunt (right) leans 
over to confer with his attorney during hearings 
before the House Government Operations 
Subcommittee on May 3, 1980. His brother, 
William Herbert Hunt, is seated in the center. 


the silver market. We will return with de- 
tails of the great silver debacle below. 

Nelson Bunker Hunt was born in 1926, 
in El Dorado, Arkansas, the second son 
of legendary Texas wildcatter H.L. Hunt, 
who had amassed one of the world’s great 
fortunes by developing the East Texas Oil 
Field. Following in his father’s footsteps, 
Bunker (he went by his middle name) built 
— and lost — a number of fortunes in oil, 
silver, sugar, soybeans, pizza, cattle, coins, 
real estate, ranching, and thoroughbred 
horse racing. 

He died on October 21 at age 88. “De- 
spite his riches,” noted the Dallas Morn- 
ing News obituary, “Hunt lived modestly. 
He flew coach, wore off-the-rack cloth- 
ing and drove nondescript cars. Many 
noted that his personal spending hab- 
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its were as conservative as his politics, 
which included a leadership role in the 
John Birch Society.” 


About That Silver 

In an article entitled, “Hunt for Silver,” 
for the December 1980 issue of Ameri- 
can Opinion magazine (forerunner of THE 
New AMRRICAN), best-selling author Gary 
Allen offered a portrait of Hunt that con- 
trasts sharply with the picture provided by 
the establishment media. He wrote: 


Nelson Bunker Hunt, fabled son of 
the legendary billionaire H.L. Hunt 
of Texas, has been called “Silverfin- 
ger” by financial journalists eager to 
dramatize his silver investments in 
the purple ad hominems of a James 
Bond novel. Hunt is neither an ec- 
centric villain out of James Bond nor 
a sinister schemer in the mold of J.R. 
Ewing of the Dallas television series. 
He is, in fact, a happy combination 
of sober realist and idealistic vision- 
ary. He is a sober realist because he 
understands the perilous direction in 
which our civilization has been head- 
ed — the political instability, the civil 
turmoil, the financial catastrophe of 
hyperinflation and moral bankruptcy. 
And he is an idealistic visionary be- 
cause he is working for a better world 
in which the people govern them- 
selves and their economy without 
being victimized by a paper aristoc- 
racy which profits by manipulating 
government and inflating currencies. 


Allen continued: 


Mr. Hunt is a faithful Christian, 
friendly, unassuming, and temper- 
ate. He refrains from both liquor and 
tobacco, flies tourist class on com- 
mercial airlines, and dresses simply. 
A member of the National Council of 
The John Birch Society, he is a formi- 
dable opponent of Establishment Jn- 
siders who seek to make America one 
more colony in a New World Order. 
Earlier this year, Bunker Hunt and 
his brother Herbert were targets of 
one of the most spectacular swindles 
in financial history. This was marked 
by the now-famous silver crash that 
culminated on March 27, 1980. 
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Gary Allen then proceeds to detail the ma- 
nipulation and collusion by the insiders of 
the Commodity Exchange (COMEX) in 
New York, the Chicago Board of Trade 
(CBOT), and their confederates at the fed- 
eral Commodities Futures Trading Com- 
mission (CFTC) and the Federal Reserve. 
As Allen and other analysts of the silver 
crash have pointed out, the industry in- 
siders and their regulator co-conspirators 
were frantically trying to cover up the fact 
that they had fraudulently sold contracts 
for far more silver than existed; they were 
massively short and couldn’t deliver. The 
“shorts,” facing a deadly reckoning that 
would send many of them to the poor- 
house (and maybe even to jail), turned to 
their pals at the CFTC and the Federal Re- 
serve. The Fed’s inflationary policies and 
interest rate manipulation were major rea- 
sons why the Hunt brothers had decided to 
move their investments into silver in the 
first place. 

Although the Hunts were conversant 
in, and profited from, sophisticated mar- 
ket operations and complicated financial 
transactions, they ultimately were “hard 
money” men who distrusted fiat curren- 
cies and politically manipulable mar- 
kets. In 1970, when it was still illegal for 
Americans to own gold, the Hunt broth- 


ers turned to silver — “the poor man’s 
gold” — which was then selling at $1.50 
per ounce. The Vietnam War was rag- 
ing, cities and universities were engulfed 
in riots and turmoil, and conflicts were 
brewing (as always) in the oil-rich Mid- 
dle East. On August 15, 1971, President 
Richard Nixon “closed the gold window,” 
ending the ability of foreign central banks 
to present their dollar holdings to the U.S. 
Treasury for redemption in gold at the 
fixed price of $35 per ounce. The U.S. 
dollar, which had already been made non- 
redeemable in gold for American citizens 
by President Franklin Roosevelt, was 
now essentially also nonredeemable by 
foreign governments as well, even though 
it remained the world’s reserve currency. 
It had become a purely fiat currency — a 
currency not backed by a precious com- 
modity, such as gold — and the Federal 
Reserve’s capacity to inflate was now un- 
limited. This was a clear message to all 
who would listen that the Nixon admin- 
istration and the Fed were going to put 
the printing presses into high gear. That 
is precisely what they did. And the Ford 
and Carter administrations followed the 
same spendthrift path, making the 1970s 
the worst era for peacetime inflation in all 
of U.S. history. 


“Poor man’s gold”: With federal law making it illegal to own gold bullion, the Hunt brothers 
turned to silver as a means to protect their assets against the ravages of inflation caused by the 


Federal Reserve and the federal government. 
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Another important event occurred in 
1973 that pushed the Hunts more heavily 
into silver: Soviet-aligned Libyan dicta- 
tor Colonel Moammar Gadhafi national- 
ized the Hunts’ large interests in the Sarir 
oil fields. Bunker Hunt was understand- 
ably incensed that the U.S. government 
failed to assist him. Armand Hammer, 
the millionaire Soviet agent who ran Oc- 
cidental Petroleum, worked out a special 
deal with Gadhafi enabling Occidental 
to continue reaping oil profits from the 
terror regime. (Hammer would again 
emerge as a key operative — and ben- 
eficiary — in the great silver swindle at 
the end of the decade.) The other major 
oil companies followed Hammer’s lead 
in Libya. Big Oil was/is synonymous 
with the Rockefeller family, and Bun- 
ker saw the hand of the Rockefellers, as 
well as the Council on Foreign Relations 
(which David Rockefeller then chaired), 
in the State Department’s willingness to 
sacrifice his independent oil operations 
for the benefit of the Occidental/Big Oil 
insiders. 

In the 1970s, the Hunts also became 
convinced by very solid research that the 
consumption of silver was so outstripping 
the annual production of the precious 
metal that its value would skyrocket. 
At the time, world production of silver 
was approximately 300 million ounces 
per year, while consumption was about 
500 million ounces per year. That meant 
a huge annual shortfall that was rapidly 
leading toward spikes in silver prices. 
Besides its aesthetic appeal and uses in 
jewelry and art, silver is the metal with 
the highest thermal and electrical con- 
ductivity and the highest optical reflec- 
tivity. It is used in photographic film and 
X-rays, solar photo-voltaic panels, elec- 
tronic instruments, medical instruments, 
optical instruments, mirrors, reflective 
windows, bactericides, water purifiers, 
and much more. 

Considering the political instability 
in the world, the inflationary policies of 
governments, and the global consumption 
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Communist “capitalist”: Wealthy Soviet agent and Wall Street insider Armand Hammer 


benefited handsomely from schemes against the Hunts’ fortunes in Libyan oil and silver. 


levels, the Hunts saw silver as an obvious 
shelter and investment. They began doing 
what many brokers and financial profes- 
sionals thought was unthinkable: Instead 
of selling their futures contracts for silver 
as prices rose, they started taking delivery 
of millions of ounces. The short sellers, 
who had been selling contracts for non- 
existent silver, were facing disaster. That’s 
when they orchestrated the “cornering 
the market” anti-Hunt propaganda in the 
major media. 


Cornered, Not Cornering 

Alan Trustman, writing in the Septem- 
ber 1980 issue of Atlantic, provided one 
of the few defenses of the Hunt brothers 
in a “mainstream” publication. Trustman 
wrote regarding the Hunts: 


Their behavior was not typical of 
that of cornerers. In the first place, 
they told everybody who would lis- 


As Allen and other analysts of the silver crash have pointed out, the 


industry insiders and their regulator co-conspirators were frantically 


ten what they were doing; they were 
big, big buyers and intended to buy 
more and more. A cornerer operates 
in secret until he owns substantially 
the entire available supply, and then 
he squeezes the surprised innocents 
who have sold short and must buy in 
higher. You would have to have been 
belligerently deaf and disbelieving 
and anything but innocent to sell 
short and then be caught surprised if 
Nelson Bunker and William Herbert 
had cormered silver and then demand- 
ed that you deliver. Everybody knew 
they were buying and willing to pay 
a higher price. 

In the second place, they never 
tried to squeeze anyone. They took 
their deliveries slowly, over many 
months, even accepted in settlement 
of some of their contracts non-cer- 
tified silver not on deposit with the 
exchanges, and gracefully rolled the 
bulk of their futures forward into later 
and later months so as not to squeeze 
the sellers. Cornerers? Not quite. 


The spuriousness of the “squeeze” and 
“cornering” charges against the Hunts is 
especially rich in the case of the Mocatta 


trying to cover up the fact that they had fraudulently sold contracts 
for far more silver than existed. 


36 THE NEW AMERICAN @ DECEMBER 1, 2014 


Metals Corporation. The chairman of Mo- 
catta at the time was Dr. Henry Jarecki, 
who was also simultaneously a member 
of the Board of Governors of Comex and 
chairman of its margins committee. “An 
irony in this story,” wrote Gary Allen, 
“is that it was the Hunts who had bailed 
Mocatta Metals out of a potential fatal 
predicament only a few months earlier in 
October of 1979.” He continued: 


At that time Mocatta was heavily in 
debt to banks from which it had bor- 
rowed to finance its short position 
on the Comex. In fact, according to 
Green’s Commodity Market Com- 
ments, Mocatta owed more than $400 
million and was worth only about 
$40 million. The Hunts allowed Jar- 
ecki to reduce Mocatta’s short posi- 
tion rather than go deeper into debt as 
the price of silver rose. 


In an August 1980 interview with For- 
tune magazine, Herbert Hunt recounted 
how he and Bunker flew up to New York 
to meet for several days with Henry 
Jarecki and work out an arrangement 
with Mocatta. According to 
Herbert Hunt, “Jarecki was 
in complete turmoil; he was 
getting eaten alive by margin 
calls.” At one point Jarecki 
rushed into his office and ex- 
claimed: “When it hits $22.90 
I’m broke — Mocatta is insol- 
vent.” The Hunts, who had put 
up 10.7 million ounces of sil- 
ver with Mocatta, saved Jar- 
ecki and Mocatta from going 
under. But, as Gary Allen re- 
ported, “It was Mocatta chair- 
man Henry Jarecki — along 
with other shorts operating 
through the exchanges — who 
stabbed the Hunts in the back 
and ruined the silver market in 
the United States.” 

“Bunker Hunt,” Gary Allen 
noted, “was not a speculator in 
silver. Speculators are short- 
term players. They do not buy 
their holdings to keep, as Hunt 
was doing and continues to do. 
People gamble on the future 
price of pork bellies to make 
money in a relatively short 
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period — not as a long-term investment. 
With gold and silver, on the other hand, 
there are many who — like the Hunts — 
see the metals as cash and prefer them to 
paper money. They are investors for the 
long term.” 

The FSKrealityguide financial blog 
wrote of the Hunts vs. the Insiders silver 
showdown: 


The CFTC/COMEX/CBOT are the 
regulators that set the rules for the 
commodities exchanges. The people 
sitting on the regulatory body are all 
financial industry insiders, EACH 
OF WHICH HAD A HUGE SHORT 
POSITION IN SILVER! First, they 
set position limits. The number of 
silver contracts each person could 
own was restricted, although the 
Hunt brothers’ existing position 
was partially grandfathered. Sec- 
ond, THEY BANNED OPENING 
TRANSACTIONS. ONLY CLOS- 
ING TRANSACTIONS WERE AL- 
LOWED. Third, they raised margin 
requirements for long speculators 
BUT NOT SHORT SPECULA- 


TORS! This forced the Hunt broth- 
ers into margin calls, while the short 
speculators could wait to buy and 
cover! 

...The only people [the Hunts] 
could sell to were the financial indus- 
try insiders, who had huge short posi- 
tions. Knowing the rules of the game 
had been changed to favor them, the 
financial industry insiders knew they 
were going to be able to cover their 
humongous short position at favor- 
able prices. 

The Federal Reserve also joined 
the party. The Federal Reserve jacked 
up interest rates. This made it hard 
for the Hunt brothers to meet the in- 
terest payments on their margin debt. 
Borrowing at 5% to buy silver is a 
bargain when inflation is 15%. Bor- 
rowing at 20% to buy silver is a ripoff 
when inflation is 15%! 

The Federal Reserve also issued a 
special request to banks. They were 
to stop issuing loans for “speculative 
activity.” The Federal Reserve didn’t 
specifically say they were targeting 
the Hunt brothers, but everyone knew 
they were. Without this re- 
quest by the Federal Reserve, 
if the banks colluded to stop 
extending the Hunt brothers 
credit, they would be guilty 
of an antitrust violation. 
When the Federal Reserve 
said “Stop lending the Hunt 
brothers money,” the banks 
felt comfortable colluding to 
stop loaning the Hunt broth- 
ers more money, which is 
what they wanted to do! 
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Fed interference: Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker came to the 
aid of Wall Street insiders who had sold short in silver, to help them 
squeeze the Hunt brothers. 


Federal Reserve Chairman Paul 
Volcker (a Rockefeller crony 
and CFR member) oversaw 
an all-day-and-night marathon 
negotiation meeting between 
the Hunts and a coterie of 
Wall Street banks that ended 
up transferring much of the 
Hunts’ silver, oil, real estate, 
cattle, race horses, and corpo- 
rate holdings to the banks. The 
banks involved included Chase 
Manhattan (David Rockefeller, 
chairman), Citibank, Morgan 
Guaranty Trust, Bank of Amer- 
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Herbert Hunt later remarked: “To put it in terms of a football analogy; 
the game starts, the rules are changed, and finally when you get to the 
last quarter the referee says only the other side can have the ball.” 


ica, First National Bank of Dallas, and 
Manufacturers Hanover Trust. (Fed Chair 
Volcker wandered in and out of the meeting 
in his pajamas!) 

Herbert Hunt later remarked: “To put it 
in terms of a football analogy; the game 
starts, the rules are changed, and finally 
when you get to the last quarter the referee 
says only the other side can have the ball.” 

The manipulations that crashed the 
price of silver effected a huge reversal 
of fortunes, stripping the Hunts of much 
of their wealth and richly rewarding the 
politically connected short traders. One 
of those who benefited handsomely from 
pillaging the Hunts was Armand Hammer, 
who crowed publicly that he 
and Occidental had made 
$119 million by selling short 
just before the big drop in sil- 
ver prices. Of course, he and 
other shorts almost certainly 
had the advantage of unethi- 
cal and illegal inside infor- 
mation from Volcker and the 
other manipulators that were 
squeezing the Hunts. But the 
Hunt brothers were not the 
only victims; many ordinary 
middle-class folks who had 
invested in silver to protect 
their savings from the infla- 
tionary ravages of the Fed’s 
policies and the free-spend- 
ing habits of the federal gov- 
ernment suffered much more 
seriously from the unethi- 
cal and illegal silver market 
machinations. This was but a 
foretaste of the massive fraud 
and theft that the Fed and 
its Wall Street banking cro- 
nies would again visit upon 
America in 2008 when the 
housing bubble crashed. 


Fighting Intrigue 

Bunker and Herbert Hunt 
were well aware of the con- 
spiratorial intrigue between 
the Fed and the insider bank- 
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Terrorist expropriator: In 1973, Soviet-aligned dictator Colonel 
Moammar Gadhafi, who became a top funder of communist terrorist 
groups, nationalized the Hunt brothers’ Libyan oil fields. 


ers, and as advocates of free market capi- 
talism — not the corporatist, fascist-style, 
crony capitalism that falsely appropriates 
the free market label — they steadfastly 
opposed the Big Government programs 
that have become the hallmarks of both 
the Democrat and Republican Parties. 
In addition to being a longtime member 
and supporter of The John Birch Society, 
Bunker Hunt was also a founding mem- 
ber of the conservative Council for Na- 
tional Policy and a major funder of the 
anti-communist Western Goals Founda- 
tion, founded in 1979 by Birch Society 
Chairman Representative Larry Patton 
McDonald (D-Ga.), along with Major 
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General George Patton IV, General John 
Singlaub, former chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Admiral Thomas Moorer, 
economist Henry Hazlitt, Dr. Edward 
Teller, and other prominent American 
patriots. 

Bunker Hunt was also a major financial 
supporter and past chairman of the Bible 
society of Texas, as well as a significant 
contributor to Campus Crusade for Christ 
and other Christian organizations. 

“He was an ever-cordial gentleman and 
probably the most unassuming, plainspo- 
ken billionaire ever,” Larry Waters, the 
national development officer for The 
John Birch Society, told THE NEW AMERI- 
CAN. Waters, who worked with Hunt over 
the course of 40 years, said, “Bunker was 
amazingly accessible and generous with 
his time and money. He hosted two meet- 
ings for the Society at his Texas ranch 
and one at Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado 
Springs that drew numer- 
ous well-known folks. He 
hosted seminars in Dallas for 
JBS and sponsored the first 
few meetings of a new JBS 
business chapter at Dallas 
Country Club. He attended 
our Dallas chapter meetings 
when his busy schedule per- 
mitted, and he helped host 
one of the first seminars 
given by Dr. Larry McDon- 
ald at Dallas Country Club.” 

John Birch Society Presi- 
dent John F. McManus told 
THE NEW AMERICAN: “Bun- 
ker Hunt was a one-of-a-kind 
American patriot, a billion- 
aire who was down-to-earth, 
gracious, and committed to 
liberty. He easily could have 
joined the ‘Big Boys Insider 
Club’ if he had been so in- 
clined, and he would have 
benefitted handsomely from 
doing so. Instead, he threw in 
his lot on the side of freedom, 
and has been vilified and per- 
secuted by the powers that be 
for doing so. Now that he has 
passed on, the IRS, the CFTC, 
the Fed, and the other agents of 
the entrenched money power 
will have to find new scape- 
goats to target.” I 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Christmas Will 


Never Be the Same 


The ABC affiliate out of North Texas 
reported on a Christmas day shooting 
that has left permanent scars for those 
involved. This story out of Cedar Hill, 
Texas, was previously covered in this 
column. 

On October 30, WFAA.com featured 
an interview with the victims, Gareth 
and Lacy Long, who were forced to fa- 
tally shoot an intruder last Christmas. 
The interview showed the emotional toll 
such an incident can take on victims. Re- 
flecting on how this traumatic event has 
tainted Christmas for his family, Gareth 
told WFAA, “You’re telling the children 
you’re waiting for Santa Claus to come 
down the chimney, [and] instead, you’ve 
got a drug-crazed guy breaking into your 
window.” 

Gareth explained to WFAA that ev- 
erything was normal until they heard the 
sound of glass shattering. His terrified 
wife, Lacy, ran to hide in a nearby closet 
while Gareth retrieved his loaded gun. 
When Gareth returned to the front of his 
home, the intruder had entered the home 
and was standing outside of the closet 
where Lacy was hiding. 

Lacy still is tormented by her memo- 
ries as she told the news what was going 
through her mind in those frightening min- 
utes. “And I just hear footsteps right out- 
side the closet door, and I’m thinking, ‘Oh 
my gosh, he’s coming to get me. What am 
I going to do?’” Lacy told WFAA. 

Gareth confronted the intruder and 
pleaded for him to surrender. Gareth told 
WFAA, “I’m like, ‘Don’t make me shoot 
you. Please don’t make me shoot you.’” 
Gareth explained that the intruder began 
walking toward him menacingly when he 
felt forced to discharge his weapon. The 
shot proved fatal, and the intruder died 
on the floor. 

The most shocking news would come 
when he was later identified as the step- 
son of Cedar Hill’s mayor! Toxicology re- 
ports would later reveal that the deceased 
intruder was high on PCP and marijuana, 
but the Long family has struggled with 
societal stigma, owing to the fact that the 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
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intruder was the mayor’s stepson. “We’ve 
also had a lot of backlash in the area, as 
well. People that don’t know the story, 
and they just remember an innocent per- 
son from high school, and not a 31-year- 
old male who breaks into houses,” Gareth 
told WFAA. 

Gareth explained that the local rumor 
mill began churning out different ver- 
sions of what actually occurred, which 
conflicted with reality, and the family 
was banned from the local neighborhood 
watch. “It wasn’t just one life taken that 
night — there were three lives taken that 
night.... It was his life and our lives. It 
will never be the same for us, ever again,” 
Gareth explained to WFAA. Still, Gareth 
felt he was left with no other option that 
night. “I did cry because I took a human 
life. But at the same time, I had to,” he 
told WFAA. 


Meals on Wheels 


Scam Backfires 


The Clarion Ledger out of Jackson, Mis- 
sissippi, reported on October 30 about an 
82-year-old man who showed a criminal 
that he wouldn’t fall for her dirty tricks. 
The Vicksburg, Mississippi, Police De- 
partment told the Ledger that a woman 
repeatedly went to Roosevelt Wilson’s 
home over a period of two weeks claim- 
ing to be delivering meals. Wilson, a 
retired Vicksburg Military Park worker, 
had previously been victimized by an- 
other woman who claimed to be deliver- 
ing meals but then robbed him when he 
opened his door. Wilson explained that 
this new woman tried the same trick. 
Wilson told the Ledger the woman said, 
““T’m so and so. I brought you some 
meals,’ and I said put them down on the 
porch. She wouldn’t.” The woman left, 
but eventually returned and tried gaining 
entry to his house. 

Wilson was prepared and had his .38-cal- 
iber handgun. He fired three times at the 
woman, hitting her in the leg. The injured 
suspect was transported to River Region 
Hospital in Vicksburg and then transferred 
to the nearby University of Mississippi 
Medical Center. She will be arrested when 


she is released from the hospital. The sus- 
pect’s boyfriend is also in custody and is 
charged with home invasion. 


Botched Home Burglary, 
Serious Lifelong Injuries 


Criminals should always be aware that 
they take their lives and well-being into 
their hands anytime they trespass on an- 
other’s property. This is true even for those 
criminals who think they are “safe” when 
targeting homes they believe are unoc- 
cupied. A news story out of Atascocita, 
Texas, perfectly illustrated the dire con- 
sequences awaiting home intruders who 
make the fatal mistake of breaking into a 
home with an armed resident. 

The Humble Observer reported on Oc- 
tober 29 that two women knocked on the 
door of a home occupied by a 60-year- 
old man. The man would later tell po- 
lice he never answers the door when he’s 
home alone. 

Authorities believe that the two female 
suspects thought no one was home, and 
they began throwing rocks at a window 
of the home in an effort to break in. The 
resident called the police to report that 
two women were trying to break into his 
home, but the man did not sit back and 
play the helpless victim. 

The man grabbed his shotgun and went 
toward where he heard the sound of glass 
shattering. A woman eventually broke the 
glass near the front door and reached in to 
unlock the door. The female suspects en- 
tered the home but only made it a few feet 
before they discovered the homeowner 
standing there with a shotgun. 

The man fired his shotgun hitting both 
women in the chest. The suspects were 
both seriously wounded from the shotgun 
blast; one collapsed on the floor inside the 
home, while the other suspect ran across 
the street before falling down. The sus- 
pects are expected to survive. They may 
have lifelong injuries from being shot at 
such close range by a shotgun. As of this 
writing, one suspect may be paralyzed 
owing to a spinal cord injury, and the other 
suspect may lose an arm. 

— PATRICK KREY 
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How to Make a 
Poverty Snare Trap 


ITEM: The White House website currently 
boasts how the president’ “American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act,” often 
called the “stimulus package,” has led to 
“broad investments ” to alleviate poverty. 

“President Obama,” is, says the site, 
“committed to creating the opportunity for 
all Americans to grab the first rung on the 
ladder to the middle class. That includes 
investing in strategies to make work pay.” 
Irem: President Obama, reported The 
Guardian (U.K.) for February 12, 2014, 
used his executive authority to raise the 
minimum wage for federal contract work- 
ers on Wednesday, declaring: “In the rich- 
est nation on earth, nobody who works 
full-time should have to live in poverty.” 

The executive order, said the newspa- 
per, raises “the minimum wage for federal 
contract workers to $10.10 an hour.” 
ITEM: An October 13 article in Bloomberg 
Businessweek by Charles Kenny (entitled 
“Why Private Donations Arent Help- 
ing America’s Poor”) maintains that the 
recent “comparatively good news on the 
U.S. economy suggests the worst of the re- 
cession is behind us. Nonetheless, millions 
remain out of work, federal food and nu- 
trition assistance outlays — one measure 
of the number of people struggling to get 
by — were at an all-time high in 2013.” 

“On the political right,” contends Kenny, 
a senior fellow at the Center for Global 
Development, “it’s a refrain that this is a 
problem for private charities to deal with, 
because the government is spending too 
much on safety net programs. Yet charita- 
ble donations fell during the recession, as 
rich people became less generous.” 

The Chronicle of Philanthropy reports, 
he says, “that Americans who earned 
$200,000 or more reduced the share of in- 
come they gave to charity by 4.6 percent 
from 2006 to 2012. Those who earned less 
than $100,000, meanwhile, increased their 
giving by about the same percentage. The 
miserly behavior of the rich is why total 
2013 charitable giving as a percentage of 
GDP. at 2.0%, was below the pre-crisis 
2007 level of 2.1%.” 
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Kenny does acknowledge that “by in- 

ternational standards, Americans as a 
whole remain generous in their overall 
charitable giving.” Yet, he insists that “we 
can t leave social protection to charitable 
donations.” 
CORRECTION: When it comes to making 
arguments about poverty and welfare, the 
president and his progressive partners often 
make a sound argument. Unfortunately, it is 
usually only sound. They mislead and em- 
ploy bogus premises. 

After all, if the federal government 
were to give up every single one of its 
scores of public assistance programs — 
and, claims to the contrary, this is not a 
high-priority goal on the agenda of the 
“political right” — that would not mean 
that all avenues of aid for the deserv- 
ing poor would disappear. When last 
we looked, there were 50 state govern- 
ments, multitudes of local governments, 
innumerable non-governmental organi- 
zations, uncountable private charities, 
myriad religious organizations, not to 
mention all those “miserly” rich, berated 
above, as well as tens of millions of other 
generous Americans. 

Yet, when the federal government, 
pushed by progressives who can never tax 
enough, punishes high earners in particu- 
lar and sets itself up as the cure for every 
real or imagined ill in the world, one 


shouldn’t be astonished that the tax code 
changes some behavior. 

Consider that, as reported by the Wall 
Street Journal in April, “overall federal 
tax receipts from the top 1% of earners 
rose by 1.3 percentage points to 29.3% 
of all federal tax revenue, the nonpartisan 
Tax Policy Center estimates.” Moreover, 
it is not “just the super-rich who find their 
share of the burden growing. The increase 
in the individual income tax burden borne 
by the top 20% — including, say, couples 
with two children making more than 
$150,000 — has gone from 65% in 1980 
to more than 90% as of 2010, the most re- 
cent year available, according to the CBO 
[Congressional Budget Office].” 

In other words, one might see a reason 
to be just a bit more “miserly” when so 
much of one’s earnings are forcibly taken 
by the munificent folks in Washington 
who want to redistribute those greenbacks 
for their own political benefit. 

Indeed, the CBO reported late last year 
that the top 40 percent of wage earners in 
the country paid 106 percent of U.S. indi- 
vidual income taxes in 2010, even as “the 
bottom 40 percent paid negative 9 per- 
cent.” As explained by MoneyNews.com, 
the first figure “exceeds 100 percent for 
the top taxpayers because of the sub-zero 
amount for the bottom taxpayers.” And 
how does one pay “less than zero” taxes? 
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“The CBO total subtracts ‘refundable tax 
credits’ from taxes paid. That includes 
government transfers such as Social Se- 
curity and food stamp payments.” 

At the same time, the president still likes 
to use the line — no doubt tested on multi- 
ple focus groups not conversant with actual 
facts — about how no full-time workers in 
this country should be poor. This undoubt- 
edly sounds better than claiming that the 
geniuses in Washington should make the 
ultimate decision about how much employ- 
ers nationwide should pay their workers. 

In attempting to back up that assertion, 
he had to go to the wrong side of the facts. 
Though it doesn’t fit with the White House 
narrative, relatively few heads of families 
rely just on the mandatory minimum wage. 
And raising the minimum wage is, as Eli 
Lehrer has expressed it in Reason.com, 
“simply a terrible way to help the poor.” 
Many of those who earn the minimum 
wage, writes Lehrer, “aren’t poor at all. 
Roughly 42 percent live with a parent or 
relative, while another 18 percent are mar- 
ried second income earners, which helps 
explain why the average family income of a 
minimum wage earner is $53,000 per year.” 

Indeed, as noted in a major study by 
Cato Institute in October (“The War on 
Poverty Turns 50: Are We Winning Yet’), 
only “2.8 percent of full-time workers are 
poor. The ‘working poor’ are a small mi- 
nority of the poor population. Even part- 
time work makes a significant difference. 
Only 15 percent of part-time workers are 
poor, compared with 23.6 percent of adults 
who do not work.” 

Perhaps more tellingly, as pointed out 
by Robert Doar, the Morgridge Fellow in 
Poverty Studies at the American Enter- 
prise Institute, more than “60 percent of 
those in poverty did not work at least one 
week in 2013.” 

The problem is not that the federal gov- 
ernment is doing too little for the poor. It’s 
that federal policies are doing too much 
to ensure that more Americans will be de- 
pendent. If policies tear down self-reliance 
and don’t require able-bodied welfare 
recipients either to work or look for em- 
ployment, the next step should be obvious: 
More public aid will be needed. 
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Increasing unemployment one signature at a time: President Barack Obama signs an executive 
order to raise the minimum wage for federal contractors to $10.10 an hour, apparently hoping to 
get states to follow suit. If states follow suit, however, an estimated 500,000 jobs will be lost. 


All help from Washington doesn’t neces- 
sarily assist its intended targets. Consider 
ObamaCare, which carries with it a number 
of negative factors. A study by Professor 
Casey Mulligan of the University of Chi- 
cago estimates that the “Affordable Care 
Act” may reduce overall employment by 
three percent. Many beneficiaries, explains 
the professor, will essentially have “no 
short-term financial reward from working 
more than 29 hours, since this would either 
render them ineligible for the ACA’s assis- 
tance or increase the penalties that may be 
owed by their employer.” 

The president, in pushing for a mini- 
mum-wage hike, wants us to think the gov- 
ernment has a magic money wand. Hence 
the slogan: “Let’s give America a raise.” 
What he doesn’t mention is the estimate of 
the Congressional Budget Office that doing 
so will cost the jobs of 500,000 Americans, 
including former low-wage earners who 
will now make zero dollars an hour. 

Putting more Americans on the dole 
shouldn’t be seen as a positive develop- 
ment. Yet, all too many statists brag that 
they have promoted programs that have 
done just that. 

Writing in the Orange County Register 
(California) in September, economist Ste- 
phen Moore bluntly took note of the fact 
that “President Obama boasts that Obama- 


care has already added 3 million people to 
Medicaid rolls, as if more welfare case- 
loads is a policy triumph.” Welfare case- 
loads “aren’t falling in part because this 
administration doesn’t want them to,” con- 
cluded Moore. 

John Stossel also addressed the issue 
in a recent column for Fox News, noting 
that poor Americans, as well as others, 
“respond to incentives.” The poor are also 


rational about choosing behaviors 
that, at least in the short term, pay off. 

It’s not only welfare that makes it 
harder for the poor to climb the lad- 
der of success. Well-intended laws, 
such as a minimum wage, hurt, too. 

But most people don’t understand 
that. Even Republicans, according to 
opinion polls, support a higher mini- 
mum wage. A minimum sounds com- 
passionate. It’s hard to live on $7.25 
an hour. 

But setting a minimum is anything 
but compassionate because that 
eliminates starter jobs. The mini- 
mum wage is why kids don’t work 
as apprentices anymore, nor clean 
your windshield at gas stations. They 
never get hired because employers 
reason, “If I must pay $9, I’m not 
taking a chance on a beginner.” 
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Yes, truisms are often true. If you subsi- 
dize some behavior, you tend to get more 
of it. So it is with poverty programs. De- 
pending on one’s measuring stick, the var- 
ious levels of government in this country 
have spent between $19 trillion and $22 
trillion — that’s with a “t” — on poverty 
in the last five decades. That war has ef- 
fectively been lost. 

It is actually worse than just a holding ac- 
tion. Economist Peter Ferrara has observed 
in Forbes that today’s taxpayers are “pay- 
ing the poorest people in America” about 


a trillion dollars a year not to work. 
And so that is what they are doing in 
response. In 1960, nearly two-thirds 
of U.S. households in the lowest- 
income one-fifth of the population 
were headed by persons who worked. 
But after the War on Poverty began 
in 1965, by 1991 this work effort had 
declined by about 50 percent, with 
only one-third of household heads 
in the bottom 20 percent in income 
working at all, and only 11 percent 
working full-time, year-round.... 
Moreover, once the poor ... try to 
go to work and increase their meager 
incomes, they start to lose their wel- 
fare benefits. That is effectively like 
another tax on their earnings. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 
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One is hard-pressed to count exactly how 
many welfare programs the government 
is running. In 2012, a report issued by the 
Congressional Research Service (CRS) for 
the U.S. Senate Budget Committee’s rank- 
ing member, Senator Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.), 
broke down means-tested programs and 
compared them to other broad budget cat- 
egories. The results, noted Sessions, were 
“staggering.” The CRS identified 83 over- 
lapping federal welfare programs. Taken to- 
gether, this was, he noted, the single largest 
budget item for the previous year — out- 
stripping Social Security, Medicare, and 
national defense. The total amount spent on 
these federal welfare programs amounted to 
about $1.03 trillion. Said the senator: 


Importantly, these figures solely refer 
to means-tested welfare benefits. 
They exclude entitlement programs 
to which people contribute (e.g., So- 
cial Security and Medicare). 


The 50-year anniversary of the “War on 
Poverty” was also observed by the Heri- 
tage Foundation’s specialists in this area. 
This included a revealing report by Robert 
Rector and Rachel Sheffield, which finds 
that more than 100 million Americans, 
about a third of the population, are receiv- 
ing aid from at least one welfare program. 


The Census Bureau also issued a report 
in September. From the Bureau’s stand- 
point, 14.5 percent of Americans were 
poor in 2013 — about the same rate as re- 
ported in 1966, which was just a couple of 
years after the federal War on Poverty was 
announced by President Lyndon Johnson. 

Annual welfare spending, adjusted for 
inflation, as Rector has written, is “16 
times greater today than when the War 
on Poverty began. How can government 
spend so much while the poverty rate re- 
mains unchanged? The answer is it can’t. 
Census defines a family as poor if its 
‘income’ falls below certain thresholds. 
But in counting ‘income,’ Census ignores 
some 97 percent of the $943 billion in 
means-tested welfare spending.” 

In fact, summarizing the Heritage re- 
port for the McClatchy-Tribune News 
Service, Rector points out that, 


According to government surveys, 
over 80 percent of the poor have air 
conditioning, three quarters have a 
car, nearly two thirds have cable or 
satellite TV, half have a computer, and 
40 percent have a wide screen HDTV. 
... The typical poor person, as de- 
fined by Census, lives in a normal 
house or apartment that is in good 
repair and is larger than the dwelling 
of the average non-poor Frenchman, 
German or Englishman. Nearly 40 
percent of the poor own their own 
homes, typically a three-bedroom 
house with one and a half baths. 


This is not to say that all of America’s poor 
live in luxury. That isn’t the case. But most 
don’t live poorly, either. 

Worse, the War on Poverty perpetuates 
what it claims to fight, as Rector made evi- 
dent: “When the War on Poverty began, 
7 percent of American children were born 
outside marriage. Today, the number is 41 
percent. The collapse of marriage is the 
main cause of child poverty today.” 

For the last four-plus decades, “There 
has been no improvement at all. Many 
groups are less capable of self-support 
today than when Johnson’s war started.” Hi 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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THE !,\5/ WORD 


BY JOHN F. MCMANUS 


Thoughts Ajfter the November 4 Election 


here is no doubt that 
the Democrats took 
a severe pounding in 


the November 4 elections, 
losing majority control in the 
Senate and becoming less of 
a force in the House, where 
GOP domination is now the 
largest since 1946. What 
caused the Democrat deba- 
cle, and what does it signal 
for the future? 

Among several reasons, 
the most obvious is Barack 
Obama’s growing unpopu- 
larity. The president did very 
little campaigning for fellow 
Democrats, even being asked 
by most to stay away during the campaign. Republicans every- 
where ran against both their opponent and the president. It is 
correct, therefore, to conclude that the GOP sweep was largely 
a rejection, even a repudiation, of Barack Obama. But that might 
drive him to be even more dangerous for the remaining two 
years he’s in office. 

Fully 25 senators who voted for ObamaCare have either 
retired or been rejected by voters. The sentiment against the 
president’s signature piece of legislation continues to grow just 
as similar anger grew after the early 1978 Senate vote transfer- 
ring ownership of the U.S. Canal in Panama to the Panamanian 
government. In the elections of 1978 and 1980, 29 pro-giveaway 
senators either were defeated or chose not to run for reelection. 
Other noteworthy and interesting facts include: 

* Voter ID laws were employed in 15 more states than in years 
past. 

¢ The number of voters in a non-presidential year shrinks by 
at least one-third compared to the number who vote when there 
is a contest for the White House. This means that GOP victories 
in 2014 might be very hard to match in 2016. 

* Colorado voters should know that the GOP’s leading 
string-puller, neoconservative Karl Rove, boasted that he, not 
the local Republican Party or the Colorado voters, played the 
key role in selecting victorious Cory Gardner to run for the 
Senate seat. 

¢ Billionaire Thomas Steyer, a determined environmental ad- 
vocate, spent $73.7 million of his own fortune backing Demo- 
crats and essentially got nowhere. Anti-gun crusader Michael 
Bloomberg, the former New York City mayor, spent $20 million 
out of his pocket and fared almost as poorly as did Steyer. 

¢ Democrats who claimed that Republican Party candidates 
were captives of deep pockets on Wall Street and elsewhere 
ignored the funding provided to their favorites, especially the 
millions shoveled out by Thomas Steyer and the millions de- 
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livered to Democrats by the 
Senate Majority PAC closely 
controlled by Harry Reid. 

¢ Spending in the North 
Carolina senate race, won 
by Republican Thom Tillis 
over incumbent Kay Hagan, 
exceeded $100 million, the 
largest outpouring of cash in 
a single congressional race in 
USS. history. 

¢ In West Virginia, 18-year- 
old Republican Saira Blair 
won election to her state’s 
legislature on a campaign that 
included her pro-life, pro-gun, 
and anti-same-sex “marriage” 
stances. Countering the claim 
that younger voters choose Democrats, she topped her 40-year- 
old opponent by 63 to 37 percent. 

While many conservative-minded Americans celebrated the 
2014 results, they should know that incoming Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell is married to former Cabinet official 
Elaine Chao, a member of the Council on Foreign Relations 
and an ethnic Chinese who has numerous friendly ties to high 
officials in communist China. Whether McConnell will be in- 
fluenced by his spouse remains a nagging question. He already 
favors the sovereignty-threatening trade agreements such as 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership and the Trans- 
Pacific Partnership. 

Speaker of the House John Boehner is a member of the Trans- 
atlantic Policy Network Congressional Group, which supports the 
TTIP. Both he and McConnell are anxious to enact legislation to 
deal with, and possibly welcome to the voting booths, millions of 
illegal immigrants. Democrats are salivating at the possibility of 
adding these millions of these illegals to the voting rolls. 

What America needs isn’t new legislation that Republican 
and Democratic leaders are calling for. Instead of doing some- 
thing that will mean more government and less freedom for the 
American people, Congress should entertain moves that would 
undo a host of government bureaus, departments, and agen- 
cies: no more foreign aid; cancel federal meddling in educa- 
tion, medical care, housing, etc.; no war unless there’s a formal 
declaration by Congress. An honest audit of the Federal Reserve 
leading to abolition of that unconstitutional controller of our na- 
tion’s currency and monetary policies would be a real boost to 
economic and political freedom. 

In short, there is reason to be cheerful, not giddy, about the 
2014 election results. All Americans should continue to remind 
their House member and two senators that America became 
great not because of what government did but because of what 
government was prevented from doing by the Constitution. 
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